Hebrews
Overview

Our Lord
» the promised Seed of the woman
» the Son of David...
* the Lion of the Tribe of Judah...
is Jewish (Titles devotion)

The early Church was Jewish
* The apostles
» The disciples
* The writers of the NT (except Luke)

Salvation was given
» tothe lost sheep of Isradl (Matt 15:251-28)
« of the Jews | (John 4:3-9, 19}26)
* tothe Jew first and also to the Greek (Rom 1:16)
» all are the seed of Abraham by faith (Gal 3:26-29)

The growth of the Church was (Acts 1:8)
1. Jerusalem
2. Judea
3. Samaria
4. Uttermost parts of the world
During his missionary journeys, the Apostle Paaolasdus operandivas
1. First to the synagogue to preach to the Jews

2. From the synagogue to preach to the Gentiles...
resisted and violently opposed by the religiousslatievery step

Paul’'s heavy burden was for his people (Acts 2)1-28
Acts 20:16, 21-24

Acts 21:10-13, 26-31

Acts 22...ending in v20-23

So...many Jewish believers suffered intense pressure
* renounce their faith in Jesus Christ
* abandon The Way
* return to Judaism...the Law of Moses...the system aBhip and sacrifice
1. that pointed to Jesus (John 5:39)
2. that He fulfilled
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Thus, a letter written to those Jewish believershiore up their faith in Jesus Christ
...and fundamental in growing the faith of everyidetr

Theme: The Superiority of Jesus Christ

To the prophets of God (Ch 1:1-3)

To the angels (Ch 1:4 — 2)

To Moses (Ch 3)

To Joshua (“Jesus” in Greek, “entering in”, Gh 4
To Aaron and the Levitical priesthood (Ch 5-7)
To the old covenant (Ch 8-10)

QA ONE

Who Alone can be superior to all them/that? OnbdG.
Who wrote this book? When?
We do not know

Some evidence for Paul
* No one had a greater burden for the Jews

* a brilliant work to the Jews, as Romans was td3hatiles
a “bullet-proof” legal brief...
classic Jewish teaching via the asking of questions
Paul’'s style of writing

* Heb 13:23-24 with 2 Tim 4 (urging Timothy to cemuickly)

* Most compelling...the “Just shall live by faith” iy

Hab 2:4 The just shall live by faith
Rom 1:17 the just
Gal 3:11 shall live
Heb 10:38 by faith

Nonetheless, | do KNOW who wrote the book...the Heyyrit
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Hebrews
Chapter 1

Theme: Jesus is God

Teachings about Jesus:
* God spoke to us thru Him (v2)
* He is the heir of all things (v2)
* Heis the Creator (v2)
* He is the brightness and image of God (v3)
* He sustains His creation (v3)
* He purged our sins (v3)
* He sat down at the right hand of the Father (&3, 1
* He is so much better than the angels (v4)
* Heis not an angel (v5)
* the angels worship Him (v6)
* Heis God (v8)
* His throne is forever (v8)
» His righteousness is the power of His kingdom (v8)
» He loves righteousness and hates sin (v9)
* He is anointed by God the Father above His credti®h
» He will “out live” His creation (v11)
* He will “fold up” His creation (v12)
* He never changes (v12)

Theme: The Superiority of Jesus Christ

1. To the prophets of God (Ch 1:1-3)

....Samuel — prophet and Judge, “Better to obey saanfice”
...David — prophet and King, a man after God’s owarhe
...Elijah — called fire down from heaven, “raptured’a fiery chariot
...Elisha — brought the dead back to life, even wihemas dead & buried
...Isaiah — the great Messianic prophet
...Jeremiah — the weeping prophet
...Daniel — beloved, carried into captivity, givend times visions
(70 weeks)
...Ezekiel — the watchman, the Magog Invasion, thiedinial Temple
...Joel — God will pour out His Spirit, the Daytbe Lord
...Hosea — marry a harlot, betrayed, buy her batkerslave market
...Zechariah — end times visions
...John the Baptist — silence breaker, “none great®ng them born of
women”
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The very foundation...the cornerstone...the startingtpoof this book on the
superiority of Jesus Christ is the establishmieat. t.
Jesus Christ is God Almighty

This foundation MUST be understood if our faithiaggrow and be impervious to
relentless attack

vl God...spoke:
God spoke...to whom?
Wicked, whining and complaining, rebellious man
That God would bother to speak to such vile cnesstis incredible
evidence of His love and grace

not only did He speak, He spoke

e at sundry times...“in many, various times”
...repeatedly

* in divers manners...“in many, various ways”
visions
dreams
The Angel of the Lord
similitudes
audible voice in man’s ears
small, still voice in man’s heart
circumstances

* in time past...the previous 4000 years...a long time...
a display of His longsuffering

* by the prophets...various “inspired speakers”...chosen
mouthpieces of His words

The OT is the inspired Word of God...holy men of God
spoke as moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter 1:21)

* to His chosen people...the sons of Al&J...who were &tk
husbandmen of the words of God

all leading up to
1. the Crescendo of the revelation of God to man...
2. the most dramatic display of His love and grace...
3. the very manifestation, the physical appearing of
* the promised Seed of the Woman
* The Word of God
* the Son of God
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v2-3 in these last days spoken unto us by Son:
now, in these last days, God has spoken most glaad powerfully...
revealing Himself...to us thru a Son

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you ansiBehold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall calhdmse Immanuel.
Is 7:14

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is giaea the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his rerak be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, Thertasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.

Is 9:6

God did not give up on rebellious man, but raeared the very best
communication for last...
just Jesus did with the wine in John 2...
vs Satan who tempts us with the best first

which means...
e Jesus is the “end of the line” of God’s communimativith
man
* There is no other revelation of God we should lfmk
\John 6:53-60, 66-69
* There is no other person or place we need go higgos

Jesus is the last thing God has to say to alreleworld...and every man
is accountable to God for what he does with Jesustn these
last days

“last days” are the days between the departure &arth and return to
earth by Jesus Christ, King of kings and Lord ofi$o

The Son came...revealed God to man...and rebukedananrrupting
the previous “communications”/revelations

Therefore, it is absolutely essential that wevkiioe truth...not the
traditions...about God

He has clearly and simply revealed Himself tanus
* His Word
» His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ
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7 facts about Jesus:
1. Heir
the Son of Promise, heir of all things (Isaac)

Matt 21:33-44

And we have been declared joint-heirs (Rom 8:16-17

2. Agent of Creation/Creator

John 1:1-4a

The heir of all things...Who made all things
Jesus isthe Alpha and Omega
First and Last
Beginning and End

3. Brightness of God'’s glory
The “outshining”...the Shekinah glory of God

Acts 9
...and we are the Temple!

4. Express image of His person
“the figure stamped or engraved, an exact copy”

John 1:14
1 John 1:1 we have heard, seen, handled the Word

John 14:6-1]1

John 10:30

The same essence of God the Father...but a different
person

5. Sustainer of creation by the power of His Word
“And God said...” in Gen 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 28,
(8 days + man)

Col 1:16

and ever since, Col 1:17
upholding = “to bear or carry”
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6. Purged our sins

Is 53:4-1

Dan 9:25-26a
Gen 22:8

1 Peter 1:18-41

by Himself: the just shall live by faith...
not by works

our salvation is Jesus’ work, not our own...
He saved us with NO help from us!

Note: *“purged” is past tense

7. Sat down at the right hand of God
Sitting because the redemptive plan of God is cetepl
John 19:30...

the priests NEVER sat down in the Temple...

the furniture of the Temple did not include a chair
because the work of the priest was never
finished...

the sacrifice for sin was continuous...

but Jesus is finished...and sitting down

Right hand...the hand of power and pre-eminence
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at nghtt
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

Ps 110:1

[ Communion ]

Theme: The Superiority of Jesus Christ

To the prophets of God (Ch 1:1-3)

To the angels (Ch 1:4 — 2)

To Moses (Ch 3)

To Joshua (“Jesus” in Greek, “entering in”, Gh 4
To Aaron and the Levitical priesthood (Ch 5-7)
To the old covenant (Ch 8-10)

oA ONE

In Jesus Christ is a better way...of
*  Worship
» Sacrifice
* Forgiveness of sin

Matt 26:17-29
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Theme: The Superiority of Jesus Christ

ouhrwNPE

To the prophets of God (Ch 1:1-3)

To the angels 2)

To Moses (Ch 3)

To Joshua (“Jesus” in Greek, “enteringin”, Gh 4
To Aaron and the Levitical priesthood (Ch 5-7)
To the old covenant (Ch 8-10)

v4 Being made so much better than the angels:
“having become”...”being found”...by His incarnatichg revelation of
God to man (v3)...”Immanuel” is better than the dage

This is saying something to a Jew because angelgy a prominent
place in their history...and their future!

Michael theArchangel...who fights for Israel

Gabriel..with Messianic messages

Cherubim and Seraphim...always in the presence of &bd
top The Ark, appeared in visions of the prophets

The host that surrounded the great army of Syrians
...surrounding Elisha and Gehazi (2 K 6)...
"Those who are with us are more than those whavéle

them.”

The angel that appeared to Joshua...the captaire dfaid’s
army (Joshua 5)

The angel, with sword drawn, that stopped Balaatoiskey
(Num 22)

The single angel that slew 185,000 Assyrians bagieg
Jerusalem during Hezekiah'’s reign (2 K 19)

Satan...Lucifer...the greatest of the angels

Jesus is superior to them...all of them...no exceptiigiesd
This is more significant than we realize because‘onderstanding” of
angels is tainted by

» Cartoons
* Products (made to sell) in Christian book stores

Would Paul need to make this comparison betwears sl angels if
those representations were true?

The Jew, because of their history as God’s chpseple, and angelic
involvement in that history, have a much deeperepation for
the comparison Paul is making...the superiority audeChrist to
“mere” angels
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a more excellent name:

“name” is a very important concept to God — autlyaind possession
Matt 18:15-2b
John 14:13-14, 26
Rev 3:1P2
Rev 14:1

Jesus has a
1. most excellent name
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is giasa the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his rerak
be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (Is 9:6)

Neither is there salvation in any other: for thisraone
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

2. most excellent way...
Love (1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13) that overcomes
* persecution

* ridicule

» suffering

* humiliation
* rejection

* death

Jesus is NOT an angel.
NOT Michael the Archangel as the JWs believe
NOT Lucifer’s brother as the Mormon'’s believe

Jesus is the Creator...not a creature
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v5-6 unto which...said he at any time:
There are things that were not ever said to anglantpat were said to
only Jesus.

1. Thou art my Son...this day | have begotten thee )(vba
quoting Ps 2:7
how is “begotten” used relative to Jesus...Creator?

Jesus was begotten...born supernaturally...to arnteHis
creation...to be “God with us”...the incarnation of
God in human flesh

but Jesus is also first begotten
m “firstborn” means “first begotten
a positional attribute...not a sequential

attribute (e.g. Joseph)

e ‘“pre-eminent”...supreme

» v3...at the Right Hand

» the Creator is different from and far
above His creation

2. | will be to him a Father and he shall be to meoa $v5b)

quoting 2 Sam 7:14...in the promise to David
and recited i Ps 89:18-27, 34137

Gabriel informed Mary...a daughter of David...that her
child would be called the Son of God
(Luke 1:26-35)
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3. Let all the angels of God worship Him (v6)

quoting Ps 97:7...and declared in Neh 9:6
Thou,eventhou,art LORD alone; thou hast made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host,
the earth, and aihingsthatare therein, the seas,
and all thais therein, and thou preservest them all;
and the host of heaven worshipeth thee.

When he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the watl

somewhat obscured in the KJ translation is the
Greek word order:

“And when He bringeth in AGAIN the firstbegotten
into the world...”

this is a statement about tH¥ 2oming of Jesus
Christ...not the 1...about the return...not
the incarnation

firstbegotten: pre-eminent
position (at the Right Hand), not sequential

Only God is to be worshipped...

Jesus said to Satan, quoting Deut 6:13, “Thod shal
worship the Lord thy God, and Him alone
shall thou serve.”

Ps 95:6 says, O come, let us worship and bow
down, let us kneel before the Lord our
maker. (...Jesus)

...angels are not to be worshipped.
Rev 19:1
Rev 22:8-

Jesus is to be worshipped, therefore, Jesus is God

John 20:26-31

were He an angel, He would have rebuked Thomas
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v7 the angels...his ministers:
quoting Ps 104:4

What does God say angels are?
His servants...creatures at His beckon call

v8-9 But unto the Son...Thy Throne, O God:
guoting Ps 45:6-7

Who does God say about Jesus?
 Heis God
Is 9:6...The mighty God, the everlasting Father

* Heis the unchanginGod (forever and ever”)
Jesus is not like the weather...if you don't likgutst wait
Who He is...what He says...what He does...is forever

* He is the King of the kingdom...King of kings...
NOT a servant

scepter was a symbol of authority...in the Hebrew
connotation, the ruler was the shepherd of the
people

the authority of God’s kingdom is the righteoussef
God, the Lord Jesus Christ

* He loved righteousness and hated iniquity:
Jesus loved that which is acceptable to God aretihsan
He loved so much that He became and died fonvthath
He hated!
2 Cor5:21 became sin
John 15:13  no greater love

* He was anointed to rule...He is the only one qualifeerule...
His fellows...His associates, companions, friends...us...
His joint-heirs (Rom 8:16-17) vs His enemied 3y

Consider the words in the ears of a Jew...
"Therefore God, thy God”
“O God” (v8) has a God, “Your God"!

in the Jewish mind, these words echo:
Hear O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD
Deut 6:4
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v10-12 Thou, Lord...laid the foundations of theteand the heavens are the works:
Paul could “cut and paste” with the best of ustpies today!
Here, he is quoting Ps 102:25-27

This is also the answer to God’s questions toiddiob 38
Jesus Christ is the Creator (v2)...everything elg®rt of His creation

this creation
* is corrupted by sin...and groans awaiting the redeampt
» at the appointed time, will be worn out and obsalet
* ...then will be folded up...thought about no more bg th
Creator and Sustainer
when it is forgotten by the Lord, it will ceaseexist
our sins are forgotten...they cease to exist

When will the Lord forget/fold up His creation? Wfhevery jot and tittle
of His Word is fulfilled (Matt 5:18)

Then,
» this corrupted universe will cease to exist...and mok be
remembered
» Jesus will create from nothing...again...a new, puigarge

2 Peter 3:10, 13ay, But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall pass awaly a/great noise,
and the elements shall melt with fervent heatgtlreh also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up...(you @dhink Peter
is an atomic scientist!) Nevertheless we, accgytiinhis promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein éttell
righteousness.

Is 65:17says, For, behold, | create new heavens and aagtv. and the
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.

Rev 21:1says, And | saw a new heaven and a new eartlhédirst
heaven and the first earth were passed away; @&ne Was no
more sea.

Awesome truth: we will be eyewitnesses of thisnmeation!
However...the Creator will never

* change (Heb 13:8)
* cease to exist..."thou years will not fail”
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v13  But to which of the angels said he at any time:
quoting Ps 110:1
Right Hand: the position of pre-eminence
footstool: putting His feet on the neck of ldisemies

Jesus quoted this when shutting down all theKstiers” in Matt 22:41-46

How is it David’s son is David’s Lord?
the Messiah...is God Himself
Jesus Christ.is God Almighty

The LORD said this to the Lord...NOT to an angel
the JW doctrine that Jesus is Michael the Argle&rs false...
the Mormon doctrine that Jesus is the brotheéruaifer is false

Notd: Has v13 happened yet? No
Therefore, with v3 in mind, the word “until” predsrthe Mormon
with a problem —

* How could Jesus have appeared in North Americaif H
were sitting at the right hand of the Father?

* How many times does Jesus get up from the righdhan
Once!

vl4  ministering spirits...for.heirs of salvation:
inferior to Jesus are the angels, God’s serv&is..sent to minister to
who will inherit salvation...redeemed man
e.g. Peter’'sjail break in Acts 12:11

...and to this day they are ministering (Heb 13:2)

angels
e have no inheritance with Jesus Christ
we are the heirs of salvation (v14) and joint haiith the
heir of all things (v2)
e are not saved from their sin
e are God’s servants, therefore, inferior to Jesus
* are not to be worshipped...

Jesus is superior to the angels...and is to be warsHi

He is God (v8)

He is righteous (v8, vs Rom 3:10)

He loves righteousness and hates iniquity (v9)
He is pre-eminent (v9)

He is Lord (v10)

He is Creator and Sustainer of all creation (v28)1
He is eternal (v12b, Mal 3:6)

NookrwhE
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vl

v2-4

Hebrews
Chapter 2

give the more earnest heed:
Therefore, given
» Jesus is superior to the prophets and the angels.1YC
* Who Jesus is according to God the Father...(Ch 1)8-12
The eternal Creator, God, and King
« And because time is short (RFID technology arsigle
(imagine what Paul would be doing today!)
we had better pay very careful, thoughtful attemtmthe Gospel of Jesus
Christ...lest we drift away from God'’s grace.

Written to the believing Hebrews, Paul is warniggiast slipping away...
slowly and quietly like a boat from its moorings.orn the truth of
God’'s Word and back into the traditions of men

the £' covenant had failed...not because God failed buaise man
failed to keep it...
therefore, God brought 4% .superior and final...covenant

the £'was given to lead us to th&’2.
God has never desired a legal relationship with.man
He has always desired a loving relationship...
which could not be expressed any louder or clghaar the Cross!

Let's not drift away from the desire of our Creatdet’s be “clingie”

For if the word spoken...How shall we escape.great salvation:
Acts 7:53 (received the Law by the dispositioraongels)
Gal 3:19 (the Law was given to man by angels)
the word “angels” ( = “messengers”) could refethte prophets...but in
context...the Law was given by God to man thru angas the
voice heard by man were the angels

Which ever...the Law was given not as the gatewagd¢onciliation with
God by our performance but as the “impossible ittielead us
to God’s promised Messiah by faith

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is greater than the La
Matt 5:17 (“I came not to destroy L&P, but tdfiil”)
Rom 5:20-21 (with Law, sin abounded...but grace natr@unded)

Gal 3:24-2p to a church that was “slipping giuato legalism

Hab 2:4...relate to God by faith in Him, not by evorks
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God'’s salvation is so great because it is fordsdever’s
* Whosoever will may come
* Whosoever will believe shall be saved and will betcast out
God's salvation is greater than the lowest sinrtbe Law as condemning
as the lowest sinner

The Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Gospel of Godisey
1. Involves the entire Godhead

2. Was most clearly and powerfully spoken by God tbe S
And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended thesgsay
the people were astonished at his doctrine: Faalnght
them asonehaving authority, and not as the scribes.

Matt 7:28-29

3. Was confirmed by eyewitnesses
Acts 2:32 the writers of NT
Gal 1:11 including Paul

4. Was confirmed by God the Father thru miracles aguass
Acts of the Apostles

5. Was confirmed by God the Holy Spirit thru giftsremleemed
men
1Cor12-14

How can we possibly flee the righteous wrath obly land just God if
we are careless or negligent of His great...and petgo
“certified”...salvation...by grace thru faith?

Therefore, with the receipt of the Gospel, mandnggeater accountability
Before God than ever before
Luke 12:48 much is given, much is required

v5 angels hath not put in subjection the worlddme:
the angels will not rule in the kingdom of God tmee, God will!
Jesus Christ is the King of kings and the Lordoodl.

angels are servants in the kingdom...
born again, Christ-believing men are joint-heirs...
more on why that is so in a moment
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V6 What is man that thou art mindful of him?

quoting David fron) Psalm 8

Why bother with pathetic man, a fragile creaturelal/ with a hard heart
and a stiff neck?

Why[Ch 1:1-2?

v7-8 made him lower than the angels...crowned hinh gibry...put all things:
God created the universe for man, a spiritual@ngical creature
And God said, Let us make man in our image, aftedikeness:
and let them have dominion over the fish of the aad over the
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and ovettladl earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the e&@thGod created
man in hisownimage, in the image of God created he him; male
and female created he them.
Gen 1:27-28

Man is the “top of the heap” éfLL_ of God’s creation!?
Including angels!
We just cannot yet see that this is the case

Man'’s life is so fragile...and the universe is seqise to encompass that
frailty
God designed, created, and maintains the univeicieman

So what does it mean that we are “made a Iileet than the angels”?
Hold that thought....

We do not yet see all things put under man...
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v9 Jesus, who was made a little lower than thelarigethe suffering of death:
...but we see Jesus!
Who was made a little lower than the angels...
» took on the physical form of man (non-descript)
» tasted physical death for (“in place of’) every man
» so we could see God...with eyes of faith

yet Jesus is superior to the angels
» angels cannot die, they are spiritual beings (H&#)...
helpless when it comes to salvation

* man, a spiritual and physical being, died (Gen 3)...
hopeless and helpless when it comes to salvation

* God is Spirit (Heb 1:8, John 4:24) but took ongbsl so He
could die in order to provide THE path to salvation
man...salvation can come no other way

Man'’s salvation from death and hell is possibleydny the grace of God
Because God the Creator of heaven and earth pdssona
intervened to save man

How did God did personally intervene...Jesus’ huatitin (Phil 2:5-B)
from God Almighty
to no reputation
servant
man
death: physical and spiritual (separation frood}s

Jesus was born to die...for His beloved creatussy m
* as God...Jesus could NOT die
e as man...He choose to die...to pay the penalty fosms

The grace of God is extended to unworthy maregugd Christ...and
now we can never be separated from God!

But without Jesus Christ, sinful man is helplessig hopelessly lost...
grace

Yes, we ought to give more earnest heed...becaasmmnot escape if we
neglect so great a salvation
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v10 captain of their salvation perfect through setriffgs:
Great Salvation: who...for what purpose...how

an awesome mystery...it was deemed suitable and prope
* by our Creator
» that our salvation be made complete
* by the suffering of the author and initiator ofttijeeat
salvation...Himself...(Is 53:10)
» ...in order to justly restore fallen man as His cteldand His
friends

Jesus the Creator came on a search-and-rescsiemfigr lost man...
for me and you!
And now, by faith, we are part of God’s familfforever

Note: since man’s salvation was completed orcthss, there is nothing
that can be added, no other works of man affegtatiah
all man can do is accept the gift of God’s graced.fatiow Jesus

v11-12 both...sanctifieth and...sanctified...not askdrno call them brethren:
Creator and saved creature are “One”
Yet a little while, and the world seeth me nore) but ye see me.
Because | live, ye shall live also. At that daysyall know that |
amin my Father, and ye in me, and | in you.
John 14:19-20

At that time Jesus called us friends if we do tsbaver He commands
John 15:10-17
Here...Jesus “sets us apart” and unashamedly calisotisers!

What an amazing statement:
e Brothers../Blood” relatives!
» Jesus is not ashamed of me and you!
Yet we are ashamed of Him...ashamed to sharewilim
loved ones and friends...

saying, | will declare thy name:
qguoting Ps 22:22
since to Jews, 10 men = congregation, this wdii¢dl
e at Last Supper
* onway to the Garden
» on the Cross
and is fulfilled whenever we gather as the Bod¢bfist
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v1l3  And again, | will put my trust in him:
quoting Ps 18:2

And again, Behold I and the children which God piagn me:
quoting Is 8:18...

...who are the object of the Lord’s Prayer in J&fin

v14-15 thru death he might destroy...Fear of dedtbndage:
the children...His children...amen...not angels

God became flesh and dwelled among us

* In order to die...and take upon Himself His curserup@an
(the corrupting effects of sin can only be reversgdieath)

* In order to destroy the power of death and Satam man

Jesus is greater than death...Jesus is God, Crdateath
as God, outside His creation, Jesus could NOT
die...
but entering into His creation as man, He choose to
die in our place because we could not defeat
death

The Spirit of the Lords upon me, because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor. He hathmeertb
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliveranceeto th
captives, and recovering of sight to the blindsebat
liberty them that are bruised, To preach the aed@ptyear
of the Lord.

Luke 4:18-19...the Savior’s first words

* To make possible another decision (by faith andrss&ion) to
correct the bad one in Gen 3 (of unbelief and tedvg)!

the spiritual birth of man (a choice)...made possiiyi¢he
death of Jesus...
is greater than the physical death of man (aicgy)a
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only those without Jesus have a fear of death

Therefore doth my Father love me, because | layndaw life, that |
might take it again. No man taketh it from me, blaty it down of myself.
| have power to lay it down, and | have power tceetd again. This
commandment have | received of my Father.

John 10:17-18

For since by manamedeath, by magamealso the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Chriatlsll be made alive.
But every man in his own order: Christ the firsitispafterward they that
are Christ's at his coming. Theameththe end, when he shall have
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Fathbemhe shall have put
down all rule and all authority and power. Fomhist reign, till he hath
put all enemies under his feet. The last endrmayshall be destroyeid
death.

1 Cor 15:20-26

We having the same spirit of faith, according as written, | believed,
and therefore have | spoken; we also believe, laacktore speak;
knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesud saigke up us also by
Jesus, and shall preserstwith you.

2 Cor 4:13-14

And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will alse up us by his
own power.
1Cor6:14

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: bluye through the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. Bermany as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For yeehaot received the spirit
of bondage again to fear; but ye have receive®thiet of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itselétath witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God: And iildren, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that swdfer withhim, that we
may be also glorified together.

Rom 8:13-17

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shaddweath, | will fear
no evil: for thouart with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort mehot
preparest a table before me in the presence of emamies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth oveure®/ goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: ahaill dwell in the house
of the LORD forever.

Ps 23:4-6
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“Well done, good and faithful servant, enter irtie foy of the Lord...”
will not be heard apart from death (if the Lordites)
dying...and howwve die...is part of our calling

death is not to be feared because Jesus defeated 8atan at the cross.
John 14:6 with John 8:32-36
Jesus is the Truth...and He sets us free
He even took back the keys!

v16 took not ...nature of angels but...seed of Abraham:
Jesus did not lower Himself to the level of theelagbut lower still to the
level of man...the “seed of Abraham”

Why? What is man that You are mindful of him?
Man is the “top of the heap” ¢fLL_of God’s creation!?
Including angels!
So what does it mean that we are “made a Iileel than the angels™?
And why are You so mindful of man?

how do angels relate to God? By knowledge.
What...WAS...the decision of angels:
» Seeing and experiencing the very presence of God...
to obey or not
how do men relate to God? By faith.
What...ARE...the decisions of man:
* Not seeing nor experiencing the direct presence of
God...tobelieveor not
e And then...to obey or not

From God'’s perspective,
* Which of those two decision sets is greater?
* Which of these two decision sets is a greater esgiwa
of His self-denying love...His nature?
» His children are men...not angels

Let’s think about that some more...

* Man is the only creature created in God’s image...
Triune nature (body, soul, spirit)...Light

* Man was created a spiritual being...superior to tigets

» ...that died for unbelief and disobedience

* Oh, how far the fall!

* Oh, how far God went to rescue the fallen!

* How astounding is v6!

* Something even more astounding will happen at the
manifestation of the sons of God (Rom 8:19) that
whole creation groans for (Rom 8:22)!
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v1l7 it behooved him to be made like unto his besthr
Jesus did what no angel could do...
Jesus did what only God could do...
Jesus did what only a man could do

The great mystery — Jesus Christ is 100% GodLa0&6 man

God had to become man in order to mediate bet@®ehand His most
beloved creature

* God alone could not — without violating His unchisggnature
(holiness, just)

* Man alone could not — incapable of bridging theasaton
from God caused by sin without the power of God

e God/man could...and did

So God willingly humbled Himself to do it....
* torepresent us to God
» to reconcile us to God
» to relieve us when we are being tempted

the 2nd Adam restored what the 1st Adam destroyed

v18 himself...being tempted...able to succour:
Jesus knowsmptation...

» suffered it (in the wilderness, in the Garden of
Gethsemane)

* in every way
...S0 He is qualified to be man’s High Priest

Jesus Christ is THE Mediator (1 Tim 2:5), THE Higriest
* tempted as are we

» defeated temptation and death...relieving the imjessi
burden upon us...via payment of our debt (Rom 6:23)

» thereby was able to effect reconciliation for aétnmwvho
believed in Him and His work

» graciously giving reconciliation to those not desasy of it
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The Gospel of Grace...

» the only way into the kingdom of God...

* the message from God that we had better pay catéuiition to...
is made possible only by Jesus Christ, Who is

* God Almighty

e Superior to the prophets

» Superior to the angels

* The very fulfillment of the Word of God

“Take away” from this chapter:
» take seriously the gospel we have heard and takehgeart (v1)
* not be ashamed of Him but declare His name, siaig@s to Him (v12)
* we cannot escape the Lord’s judgment if we nedbactd6 heed His Word and
the gospel of Jesus (v3)
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Hebrews
Chapter 3

Theme: The Superiority of Jesus Christ

To the prophets of God (Ch 1:1-3)

To the angels (Ch 1:4 — 2)

To Moses (Ch 3)

To Joshua (“Jesus” in Greek, “entering in”, Gh 4
To Aaron and the Levitical priesthood (Ch 5-7)
To the old covenant (Ch 8-10)

QA ONE

Context: Perseverance of the faith

Written to believing Jew, who were
 still bound with
the Law
the traditions of Judaism

» burdened with the baggage of religion and livinéedeed lives

» facing intense pressure from unbelieving Jews &mdbn
Jesus as the Messiah

In Ch 3, Jesus is exalted high above Moses...angttmeg Moses represented to the
Jews
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v1-2 holy brethren:
Divinely separated and cleansed

partakers of the heavenly calling:
a quick reminder of who the believers are and wkiezg are...

those who believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior/Messve responded to
God's calling
* out of darkness into the Light
» out of death into eternal life
» to live by faith, not works

Consider the Apostle and High Priest:
Now, the focus is upon Jesus Christ, the objetti@r faith...
Every man has been given a measure of faittm(&2:3)...
Every man places his faith in self, someonesoonething...
Is faith in Jesus Christ well-placed faith?

“Pay very careful attention to God'’s”
1. “sentone”
33 times in Gospel of John alone, Jesus rédettse Father
who “sent Me.”

2. representative to man/man’s representative to God
* THE Mediator Who is both God and man...(Ch 2)
therefore uniquely qualified to mediate
* The Author and Finisher of our faith (Ch 12)

Who was faithful to him that appointed him:
Jesus was faithful to the Father Who sent Him.. thfiali representative
of God to man and of man to God

Moses was faithful:
Jesus is now going to be compared to the veryrmfildudaism and the
nation of Israel
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v3-4 counted worthy of more glory than Moses:
Jesus is superior to Moses...a radical statementvibiaitl
* Infuriate the Jew who was faithful to his religion...
» Comfort and calm the Jew who was faithful to thed_o

Jesus is
* more faithful — Moses struck the rock, misrepresgnGod

* more faithful to a higher calling — Moses was raritgo die for
Israel...Jesus’ has a greater mission

e builder of the house of Israel — created the natosel for
Himself (Is 43:1)

* Dbuilder of the Body of Christ, the Church (Matt1®)
“Upon this rock (statement of faith), | will buildy
church.”

* Builder of God’s house — the just who live by faith
Gal 3:28
Neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female, bond or
free, we are all one in Christ Jesus
Rev 4:1-4
24 elders = 12 (Israel) + 12 (Church)
common denominator: faith in Jesus Christ

* Dbuilder of all creation — Ch 1:2, 10

Jesus is first elevated over Moses...and then equatkd
God the Creator

Created all things out of nothinddra)...spoke them into
existence by the power of His Word

He created the dirt, rock, and trees from winan builds
his house

finally, Jesus built Moses
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V5 Moses verily was faithful:
quoting Num 12:7

God called Moses
e His servant
Joshua 1:2 Moses my servant is dead
» His friend

Ex 33:11 the Lord spoke to Moses face-to-face, as a
man speaks to his friend
John 15:14  “IF davhatsoever | command you.”

because Moses
* was mighty in words and in deeds (Acts 7:22)
» was available...once his whining was addressed
* Dbelieved the Word of God

* putfeet to his faith| (Ch 11:24-29)

* was meek (Num 12:3, Matt 11:28-30)

V6 But Christ as a son:

a very significant contrast between The Heir anslervant...
Moses

e servant in the house

* Received the Law

* Led Israel out of bondage, but not into the Prothise
Land

Jesus

» Builder of the house

* Master of the house

* Fulfilled the Law

* Led all people who put their faith in Him out of
spiritual bondage and into the inheritance

Whose house we are if we hold fast:
IF...a huge word! Speaking of a conditional truth
We are the Lord’s house...if we faithfully persevere
God initiates...we have a responsibility to respond
The only acceptable response to God’s work isthfai

We are
* The house of the faithful (John 6:29, Heb 11:6)
» The Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19-20, @r(3:16)

« God's abode (John 15:5, 1 Peter 2}5, 9)

| S
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...If we hold fast to our hope until the end...

Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope and tleeigls
appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus
Christ

Col 1:27 Christ in you, the hope of glory

2 Tim 4:7-8 1 have fought a good fight...
| have finished my course...
| have kept the faith

like Aaron Barr did

we must consider the letters Jesus dictated t@ tirches...how they
finished

we must be diligent to not to finish like

1. Ephesus...the Pre-Occupied church that lost its first
love

2. Pergamos...the Politically Correct church that fokalv
after false doctrine

3. Thyatira...the Prosperous church that also followed
after false doctrine

4. Sardis...the Powerless church that lost sight ofslesu
wandered away, and died

5. Laodicea...the Putrid church that got lukewarm about
Jesus

but we must be careful to finish like

1. Smyrna...the Persecuted church that was faithful unto
death

2. Philadelphia...the Persevering church that kept God’s
Word and did not deny Jesus
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With 1 Cor 10:6 in mind, we must not finish like s@ny of the kings of
Judah...e.g. Joash (2 Chron 22-24)

» Saved from assassination by his aunt, wife of Jatzoi
the priest

* Rightfully put on the throne at age 7 years by {kdep
in a coup against an illegitimate queen

* Did what was right in the sight of the Lord
* Repaired the Temple

* But...when Jehoiada died, he listened to the people and
turned from the Lord to worship wooden idols

» Killed the son of Jehoiada, who spoke against Jsash
idolatry

* Wounded by the Syrians, who were sent by the Lord t
chastise His rebellious people

» Killed by his servants in his own bed

* Was not buried in the tomb of the kings...died tgtall
disgraced

* He looked so good starting out...but he could nasfin
because he did not abide in the Lord

His faith was not real...it was not personal...it was
Jehoiada’s faith

...which should lead us to right now examine théafur heart
Parable of the Sower in Matt 13:3-9, 18-23

1. hard...the seed is snatched away (unbelief)

2. shallow...an emotional burst of joy quickly witheriey
tribulation and persecution

3. thorny...unfruitful because the cares of this worrd #he
deceitfulness of riches choke it out

4. good...hear and believe, and then live by faith,dirig forth
100x, 60x, 30x
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v7-11 if ye will (v7-8):
quoting Ps 95:7b-11...a psalm written by David (Meb)...but authored
by the Holy Spirit!

“IF” says a choice must be made
1. to hear his voice...by being still before the Lorcnayer and
in The Word

2. not be stubborn, prideful, and disobedient...and pkevGod
» the nation rejected the counsel of the 2 faithful
spies...and died in the wilderness
* Moses struck the rock, misrepresenting God to the
people...and was not allowed to enter into the
inheritance

when your fathers tempted me (v9):

tested the limits of God’s patience by
* not believing God could do what He promised to do
* “pushing the envelope” of the Law
* by murmuring
* looking for legal loopholes
* not being grateful
* Dbeing stiff-necked, rather than bowing to Him andrgy Him

their hearts and lives

saw my works forty years (v9):
seeing miracles will not result in saving faith
Luke 16:19-31 If they hear not Moses and theets
(John 5:39)
neither will they be persuaded, though se
from the dead

faith comes by hearing and hearing by the WorG ad

| was grieved with that generatiordo. always err in their heart (v10):
they argued...they did not “do”...
they did not understand God...because they didelatve God
their hearts were not pure...but were evil becausmbélief
Israel’s problem in the wilderness...and even @lthnd...was a
deteriorating heart condition.

They preferred independence to dependence
self-sufficiency to God’s sufficiency
resistance to submission

Pastor Doug Warwick 31

Calvary Chapel Ahwatukee



Have not known my ways (v10):

unbelief
* hardens the heart

* makes the heart evil (v12)
» separates you from God

The more you know about the Lord
» the greater is your faith...
» the easieritis to trust Him

2 Peter 3:18

In my wrath, they shall not enter into my rest. Xy
Israel was led out of bondage (saved), but byeliebwere powerless to

enter into their inheritance, thereby throttling thlessings God
had for them

we do the same when we accept Jesus as Saviodalmat bow

every day, all day to His Lordship
(in the “upgrade” we lose self-centerednesssatidwill)

men enter God'’s rest (kingdom) by

+ faith (Heb 4:3)

» persevering faith...finishing the race

we too need God'’s power to grasp all the blessdgd has for us...
by the baptism of the Holy Spirit

vl2 Take heed:
Beware! Warning! Spiritual red lights and sirens

“You are being pressured by the sons of those uebglievers to do just

as their fathers did!

Does that make any sense?
No, that is insane...insanity is doing the samegluver and over and

expecting different results.”

Very clearly...Jesus Christ is referred to as... Thenlg God

a very sobering and frightening warning aboutglaeement of our faith
* in areligion...disastrous results
* in a church...disastrous results
* in yourself...disastrous results
* in any man...disastrous results
only faith in the Living God leads to eternal life
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v13  But exhort one another daily:
“Resist the lure of the traditions of men and tbadage of religion.
Don’t knuckle to the pressure of man...you haveeasdo the power of
God! Every day, all day!”

While it is called Today:
Still referring to Ps 95:7b...Ch 3:7-8

someday will be the last day!
The number of days is finite...2 Cor 6:2

lest...be hardened thru the deceitfulness of sin:
Satan
» desires to make hearts hard...worthless clay
* he makes promises but cannot produce results ththempain
and suffering and misery...which he labors to hide
* he works outside in
God
» desires to make hearts soft...workable clay
* He makes promises and ABSOLUTELY, COMPLETELY
delivers results!
* Because He loves us so, His Word documents belsaanat
attitudes to avoid because they are destructive
* He works inside out

Hardening happens slowly as the “water” evaporates

To be soft, water must be added (Eph 5:26)

You can be becoming hard without even knowingvithen you are not in
the Word every day

By the deceitfulness of sin, may people say theyGiristians...but really
are not...because they
* have a different Jesus
» ashamed of Jesus and the Gospel of Grace, whibb is
power of God unto salvation
» cling to a legal relationship with God and the itiads
of men (religion) as the means of salvation
* put their faith in the church instead of in theiby God
Who said, “It is finished!”
* donot DO as Jesus said and did...out of love, not
obligation
God wants a loving relationship with man...bound
to Him by His love
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vl4  we are made partakers of Christ:
meditate on this truth....Jesus dwells in me
» Life of God
e Truth of God
* Righteousness of God

by faith in God’s Word, not our performance
vl + v6
between v6 and v14:
* choose to hear the Holy Spirit guiding your life
» choose to believe what God says
» “add water” daily to your heart
e James 1:22

Every time we partake in communion, we remembeaa’ Sawesome...
but simple...truths

vl5 Today if we hear...harden not:
choices a man must make
» to listen to God
» to harden or soften his heart toward God...by beatigWim or
not

v7b-8a is repeated...and Ps 95:7b-8a...it MUST be g@oitant message

context: in the midst of the exhortation to tledidwving Jews to not
abandon the loving relationship with God in favbadegal
relationship with God...such is not a step of faith &n
evil step of unbelief
Entering into the rest of Jesus is superior #gnaering into the
rest of Joshua
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v16-19 when they had heard, did provoke:
all (but 2) of the Jews rebelled against the WdrGaod once God led
them out of their bondage in Egypt
they (except Caleb and Joshua) resisted the bigseinGod’s inheritance
thru unbelief...and died in the wilderness, neveeent) into His
rest in the Promised Land

could not enter in because of unbelief:
entering into God’s rest...rest in the blessingofl’s victory
Israel could not enter into God’s rest becausyg thd not believe the
promises of God

a dire warning for all of us: there are mamgmises God has given His
children that we do not lay hold off...because wendbbelieve
God wants to bless us

in our human thought, we figure blessings fromd@ow when we
deserve them by “being good”...blessings come witbdgo
behavior

given our track record of daily failure, when do exer deserve them?
So, “clearly” we believe that God does not wanbl&ss us

BUT God’s ways are higher than our ways and Rlasights are higher
than our thoughts

He desires to bless us because He loves us...alwayigust when our
behavior is good
Ps 139:17-18a

All of God’s blessings flow from His grace, noisHustice

Because we do not believe that, we, like Isrza@hnot enter in to the rest
of God’s blessings
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Hebrews
Chapter 4

Theme: The Superiority of Jesus Christ

To the prophets of God (Ch 1:1-3)

To the angels (Ch 1:4 — 2)

To Moses (Ch 3)

To Joshua (“Jesus” in Greek, “entering in”, Ch 4)
To Aaron and the Levitical priesthood (Ch 5-7)
To the old covenant (Ch 8-10)

oA ONE

vl Let us therefore fear:
“to be frightened, to be alarmed”
Paul does not say “Fear not” but, “Have fear!”
this is a healthy fear

fear of the Lord:
» for the unbeliever/enemy — God’s wrath
(product of failure in a legal relationship with §o

» for the believer/child of God — missing out on AlfEsther’s
blessings...given by God'’s grace and received b fait
(product of prospering in a loving relationshipwibod)

lest...entering into His rest...come short of it:
therefore...let’s fear “coming up short” on Godlegsings...by unbelief

there is no rest in a legal relationship, when Wwiaig your Ps and Qs...
and lamenting your failure to perform

For the law-breaker, there is no rest
* No peace for the speeder when he sees a Highweyl Baiiad
car...only condemnation and anxiety

* No peace for the drug addict anytime he sees aguhn...
only paranoia

» Driving to work one day last week | saw a car “od&ding” on
no-man’s-land between I-60 off ramp and I-10 (made
wrong turn so going cross country to get back @0)l-.no
peace for that guy...on the look-our for ditches anpis!

* No rest for the income tax evader who assumesskef
getting caught
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Sin is breaking God’s Law...sin is anything not daméaith
Rom 14:23b

Rebellion...which is unbelief.is
* Self-will...thinking you won'’t get caught

Problem is...with the all-seeing and all-knowing Goelvery man
ALWAYS gets caught!

* There is no peace for the wicked (Is 48:22, 25y

» There is no rest for the child of God who is livimgsin.
God loves His children too much to just “letges...
His Holy Spirit convicts us and gives us no peace
until we confess and repent

Rebellion...which is unbelief...is also
» Self-reliance...thinking you can lay hold of the pliees of
God by yourself

Problem is...with the all-powerful God...no man canvehat He alone
can do
» there is rest only for those who surrender intoltiveng arms
of God the Father and receive the gift of His grace
simple example...my 3 older boys this past week...
* noworries...
* provided for (my food, my gasoline, my shelter)...
which would not have been the case if ours waga kelationship and
they had to fend for themselves

Note: the blessings of God are not a “spiritual contpmeti between His
children...because they are not earned by our works...
they are given by His grace

none of us deserve anythe blessings of God...so
e don’t “compete”...don’t corrupt the good things of @50
» don't look horizontally at the blessings of Godhe
lives of others...look vertically to receive the
blessings of God for your own life

| do not want to miss out on anything the Fathemtw#o give me!
(James 1:17)

| would much rather be short on the consequencasyaofill than
short on the blessings of His will for my life
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v2-3 did not profit them, not being mixed with fait

the gospel is of no value without faith by thereea
God does the work...man must respond...by faith

gospel + hearing salvation

gospel + hearing + faith = salvation
John 6:29
(When did God do those works? Before Gen 1:1)

man’s responsibility in God’s work of salvation..tsbelieve God has
already done it

Belief is more than intellectual agreement —dbemons have this
James 2:19

The belief Jesus spoke of is
* Faith (Heb 11:1) evidence of things spoken bitseen
* Trust...belief with feet...belief in action
» Commitment...the difference between the chicken aedgtg
» clinging to what had been spoken...in ALL circumsesic
* unconditional surrender

their fathers heard the Word of God...did not beliewand died in the
wilderness

they have heard the Word of God (Gospel)...do ebéebe...and will also
die in the wilderness

the power of God unto salvation (Rom 1:16-1790fips us only when we
believe it (Hab 2:4)

v4-7  certain place...did rest the seventh day:
in Gen 2

this rest is the Sabbath rest...the rest of compiatio
* creation...(v4)
* redemption...by of the Lamb of God, Who said from @ress,
“It is finished!” (v5)

entered not in because of unbelief:
speaking of the religious Jew who trying to eaisisalvation by his
works...and not able to please God because
* he was not perfect
* he had no faith in God’s perfect work

the Pharisees were filled with good works...but dretheir sins because
of unbelief in God’s spiritual Sabbath rest...the pteted work of
Jesus Christ
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v8 for if Jesus:
“Jesus is Greek for Joshua...
this refers to Joshua, son of Nun, who led #vesinto the
Promised Land...where they were to enter their rest

Did they enter in? Not completely
Why not? Unbelief

When did Joshua speak of another day?
The “he”, part of the same train of thoughtersfto God (v4)...
Who spoke thru David in Ps 95...and thru the wrifahs book

We, too, have missed COUNTLESS blessings of itdrere from God
because of our unbelief in

» His love for us...just as we are

» His grace...exceedingly abundantly giving us that
which we do not deserve

* His ability to do what He has promised to do...which
includes conforming us into the image of His Son
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v9-10 remaineth a rest...ceased from his own works:
God has issued all of mankind an invitation to come

1. Out of the world...by faith receiving a gift...not byovking to
earn awage (Rom 6:23 with Eph 2:8-9)
* the righteousness of His Son
* the Gospel of Grace

2. Into His rest...by faith believing His promises andlking
with Him into His promises
this rest remains for us to enter...by faith

God's rest...finished work...is ours
* the instant we believe and accept God’s gift ofretklife

e continuously..now...when we walk by faith
looking “inside out”...thru the lens of God’s Word
rather than “outside in”...thru our physical eyes

» forever...in the presence of the faithful God

we enter into the rest that remains...the blesspfigsheritance...the
promises of God...when we stop striving to “get thengrselves

striving stops when | enter into God’s rest bytfaitand rest begins the
moment | stop striving

striving...
* to earn your salvation by works
* to earn God'’s blessings
is irrational...because God finished all the workdrefGen 1:1 (v3)

vll Let us therefore labor to enter into that rest:
labor to enter into God'’s rest?
* To believe...to stop striving...which is unbelief
» To receive by faith...to stop working to earn
* To trustin God’s spoken Word...to not trust in olvse

fall after the same example:
The wise man learns from those who have gone éd&iion
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vl2  For the Word of God is quick and powerful:
in v2-3...the gospel is of no value without faiththye hearer
God does the work...man must respond...by faith
in v9...how do we enter into God’s rest?

How do we believe that we might enter into thedimad work of Jesus?

By the Word of God...by hearing the Word God hasken
Rom 10:17

How do we know God loves us?

By the Word of God...He tells us so that we canOWM
1 John

How do we receive the grace of God?

By the Word of God...by hearing and believing pnemises of
God

How do we know the will of God for our lives?
By the Word of God...and faithfully obeying it

the Word of God is:
e quick = “alive”
the Living Word...eternal...established in heaven...
applicable today and every day

* powerful
to bring the life of God to a dead man
to transform our lives and renew our minds
to conform us into the image of Jesus Christ

...and sharper:
the Sword of the Spirit is sharper than any physeard...able to divide

» soul (emotions) and spirit (life of man made in tmage of
God)
the Word of God feeds the Spirit of man...
spiritual growth comes only by the Word of God...
not by emotional experiences

* joints from the marrow...there’s a fine edge!

...and is a discerner:
And the Living Word of God discerns the thoughtd amtives of man’s
heart...shining the Light of the world EVERYWHERE
the Living Word...feeding the spirit...reveals and iots us of our sin...
Jer17:9
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v13 all things are naked and opened unto the dyldsm
we are naked before God...to Whom we must give aauat
there are no secrets from God...the all-knowing Gauever surprised.
He sees and knows everything, be it in light okdess.
No one ever “gets away with it.”

Everyone of us is an open book before God...no matie hard we try to
* hide ugly stuff about us from others
* isolate ourselves from other men

we are all naked before God our Father...so we st child

* honest

* open

e transparent
humble

* pure

¢ innocent...like a child...with God and with each other

Matthew has no shame about disrobing in my presenceler to
get in the shower...whosoever has faith in JesussQiil not be
ashamed, so we need that same innocence

“I was driving with my three young children one wasummer
evening when a woman in the convertible ahead stasd up and
waved. She was stark naked! As | was reelingnotk, | heard
my 5-year old shout from the back seat, “Mom! Tiadty isn’'t
wearing a seat belt!”

“A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup to cautof the
jar. During her struggle the phone rang so shedbler 4-year old
daughter to answer the phone. “It's the pastommg,” the child
said to her mother. “I told him you could not cotog¢he phone
because you were hitting the bottle.”

“A little boy opened the family Bible. Flippingththe pages,
suddenly something fell out of the Bible. He pidktup and
looked carefully at it. It was an old leaf thathzeen pressed
between the pages. “Mama, look what | found!inkht's
Adam’s underwear!”
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v14-15

v16

let us hold fast our profession:

“Hold onto your faith in Jesus Christ...let looseyolir works! Do not
fall back into your religion and the traditionsraén!”

cling to the Author and Finisher of our faith...ddigh Priest...

* Who fulfilled the perfect requirements of the Law

* Who was tempted like us, but was perfect!

* Who knows all our pains and our passions...but tlesxen
governed His life....The Spirit of God always did

* Who knows our frame and does not deal with us aoegrto
our sins or reward us according to our iniquities
(Ps 103:8-14)

* Who understands our weaknesses...and is merciful and
compassionate and gracious

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throngrate:

the Body of Jesus...the Lamb of God, our High Priestas offered...and
when He died, the Father ripped the veil in the plemexposing
to all men the Holy of Holies.

For those who believe, the blood of Christ tugwal’s throne of judgment
into His throne of grace (mercy seat)

For those who believe, the acceptable sacrifitkeoLamb of God gained
personal access to the very presence of Abba Fatbdroldly
seek the grace and the help and the power we nemgime

God initiates, man responds
Responding by faith, we have continual acceskagower of God...
and to His rest

What an absolutely awesome promise!
Do you believe it?
Will you enter into God'’s rest and receive Hisdsiags graciously
given to us because He loves us?
Or will you not enter in because of unbelief atrd/e to
“get there” yourself?

My kids are not in the least bit shy or prouchsik me for help
How much less so should be the children of theighty God!
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Hebrews
Chapter 5

Theme: The Superiority of Jesus Christ

1. To the prophets of God (Ch 1:1-3)
2. Tothe angels (Ch 1:4 -2)
3. To Moses (Ch 3)
4. To Joshua (“Jesus” in Greek, “entering in”, Gh 4
5. To Aaron and the Levitical priesthood (intro’ed in Ch 4, Ch 5-7)
6. To the old covenant (Ch 8-10)
Context:

the early Church was Jewish

many of the believers were being pressured...opfdled...back into the
bondage of their religion from which they had b&eed by Jesus Christ

The struggle was intense
» Traditions have deep, deep roots
* The rituals were
comfortable
moving
dramatic

Some believers were falling back into the erroofbéring sacrifices for sin...
Error because in the completed work of Jesus Christ
* there remains no more sacrifice for sin
* the shadow has given way to the Substance

Paul’s urgent exhortation to them is to
» stay in the Light...
* not drift back into the shadows...
* not backslide to an inferior high priest when The& High Priest has

entered the Holy of Holies for ALL sin
Ch 4:14-16

The Holy of Holies...
» where only the High Priest could go to offer saceffor sin...first for
himself and then for the people
* only on one appointed day each year...the Day of &tmnt

* on the mercy seat surrounded by cherubim
is a model of heaven

our GreatsinlessHigh Priest, Jesus Christ, has entered heavamsforand now
we can follow Him and enter boldly to the ThroneGrace to get the help
we need
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v1-3 high priest taken from among men:
of the Levitical priesthood...the sons of Aaron

Priest:
* man’s representative to God
* God’s representative to man

purposeof man’s representative to God (v1):

1. offer gifts —“I love You”
because He first loved us

2. offer sacrifices for sins — “l owe You”
because sinful man cannot approach a holy and5odt

characteof God's representative to man (v2-3):

1. compassion on the ignorant...those
» without understanding
» with a foolish and rebellious heart (Jer 5:20-25)
* with corrupt minds (Rom 1:31)

2. compassion on those who have gone astray
» all...who have turned to their own way (Is 53:6)

3. humility...aware that he too is a sinner that halefashort of
God’s perfect standard
Since the priest was not perfect either...therefmable
to save himself or any other man...he was to
* be compassionate, not judgmental
* NOT be like the arrogant, condemning
“anti-priest” in|Luke 18:10-14

v4 taketh this honor:
The priesthood was
* not a volunteer opportunity
* not an elected office
* not a career path option
e ...but a calling of God

God picked His representatives...Aaron and his dek@s
For a man to take this honor for himself apart friwa calling of God was
an act of pride that would not be tolerated
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v5 Christ glorified not himself to be made a higiept
Jesus did not labor to become a spiritual sugevgbrthy of God’s honor
of being made High Priest...the honor was bestowexh tim by
His Father

Paul is quoting Ps 2:7

the priesthood of Jesus Christ glorifies GodRhther, not God the Son
God the Father glorifies God the Son
John 17:4 | have glorified You on earth; | havedhed the
work You gave me to do.

Phil 2:5-11  God has highly exalted Him...every &neevery
tongue...to the glory of God the Father

v6 Thou art a priest forever after the order of Mel
quoting Ps 110:4

Jesus is of the tribe of Judah...not Levi

Quite unlike the Aaronic order (temporary shadowf)e order of Mel. is
eternal glory...

Jesus is not merely a human priest for as longealvield on earth...
He is the eternal God and is ALWAYS and evermore
» God’s representative to man (John 14:6)
* Man’s representative to God (1 Tim 2:5-6)

More on Mel. in Ch 7...

v7 Who in the days of His flesh:
His 33 years on earth...His 1st advent

Offered up prayers and supplications with strorying and tears:
in the Garden of Gethsemane...sweating as it wenesdsf blood...on the
eve of paying the ransom for fallen man

Jesus’ prayers were heard because He was obedigisubmissive to the
Father....”"Not My will be done but Your will be dorie.
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v8 learned he obedience by the things which heesert
the events leading up to and on the Cross werg"fttemptation of
Christ
* denial of self
» submission to the will of God the Father
...more intense than thé femptation in the wilderness at the beginning
of His ministry
...and our High Priest was...faithful

Jesus learned obedience by the suffering resutomg His faithfulness

Contrast:. How have we learned what we havenéstit
* Usually...the hard way...thru suffering the consequerafe
disobedience and unfaithfulness...
by choosing to nadlo the right thing
* Sometimes...the wise way...by choosing to do the tigjiniy
in spite of what our will is

obedience is not natural, it is learned...and leathedsufferings and
painful experiences

it is easy to obey when things are
e easy
* smooth
* going the way you want them to...according to your wi

it is difficult to obey when things are
o painful
» turbulent
e contrary to your will

so we learn obedience...which obviously is pleasinGaod...thru
suffering

God uses suffering to teach us very importarstdes...things we cannot
learn any other way...
e commitment to Him
e trustin Him
e faith in Him
e patience in the circumstances of life
* hope in His deliverance

that’s why we “count it all joy” in the midst of otrials (James 1:2-4)

Pastor Doug Warwick 47
Calvary Chapel Ahwatukee



v9

v10

perfect:
complete...in obedience to the Father...completelyfaitas
* God’s representative to man
* man’s representative to God

Author...the One who has provided the script asdulfillment

His suffering makes us perfect!

His perfection is more than sufficient to covey mmperfection...
Prov 10:12  God’s love covers a multitude of sins
1 Peter 4:8

...gaining me access to the just and holy God
Heb 4:15-16

those who are obedient to follow the Author reeeternal salvation
Matt 16:24  If any man will come after Me, letrhdeny
himself, pick up his cross, and follow Me.

Keyword: obey
Not my will but Yours be done

priest after the order of Mel.:
like Mel.
* Eternal
* King of Peace and Righteousness
* Greater than father Abraham (Rom 4:11)

The priesthood of Jesus is superior to the Levipdasthood...
So why fall back to the imperfect and the infePior

Now the Holy Spirit thru Paul turns it up a notch....
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vll hard to explain:
an “arresting” statement...to those who still detrenix their works and
faith into the equation for salvation

the simple yet profound truths of God cannot beeustod...
when one is not spiritually discerned
1Cor2:14 But the natural man receives not thegthf the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him. Neither barknow
them, because they are spiritually discerned.

finite man cannot understand “infinite” truthiseh believe...
he must believe to receive the life necessary tterstand
i.e. faith (Ch 11:1)

dull of hearing:
due to:

* Pride
o self-will
* pre-conceived ideas
* the deceitfulness of riches
* the cares of this world
* lust of the flesh
* anger...desperation...and other emotions
» spiritual atrophy
* the noise level from the busy-ness of this life
* unbelief

sin...dulls the eyes, ears, and mind of man
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v12-14 ought to be teachers...need of milk andstrohg meat:
the Jews should have been teaching Jesus toltedieving world...
rather than the believing Gentiles teaching them

the enLight-ened Jews should have been awesorleetsi
» Zealous
* Depth of understanding
* Cultural understanding
e Fruitful Jealousy (Rom 10:19, Rom 11:12-12)

This is a rebuke...that applies also to a carelesaimral Christian
Paul was frustrated with this lack of spirituabgth...which he called
“carnal”

1. dull of hearing...because of sin

2. should be teachers but must re-learn even the &diomhl
truths of God

3. “You are babes, not adults.”
hanging onto our works in any form as a means to be
acceptable to God keeps us in a state of
spiritual infancy

4. Unskilled in the Word
2 Tim 2:15
Eph 6:17 the sword of the Spirit
Ch 4:12a

spiritual growth (2 Peter 3:18) is stunted...
and spiritual atrophy sets in...
when we stop
* reading the Word...
» consulting the Word for answers to the
problems of every day life

5. Undiscerning in spiritual/moral matters
Ch 4:12c

the spiritual babe is untrained...too weak...too inura..
to be spiritually discerning...and is vulnerable

Spiritual maturity is not a function of time anchamity...

it is a function of obedience to the Word of God
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Paul’s frustration was fueled in part by the serfsergency he had
“Time is short.”
1 Cor 7:29 (context of taking spouses vs gifbeig single and
serving the Lord whole-heartedly)

to these Jewish believers, he rebukes them sayfiog, are sill babies

when you should be ‘Body builders’.

Sadly, many Christians go to church all their $iait never
» develop spiritually beyond infancy...
e grow up...
* mature

in our appointed time on this earth, there is aeaf urgency
unparalleled in Church history...
and the Lord is calling us to grow up...to maturédim!

Look around at the chaos...the absence of ordenusinvorld
e Wars and rumors of wars
* Terrorism unabated
» Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all the nations

» Technology chaos caused by computer viruses

» Spiritual chaos in the Church...redefining sin arjdang the
Word of God

« Political chaos in California...the world’$"7argest economy
135 candidates for Governor
Hollywood leading the charge to the State House

» Gasoline chaos in Phoenix

* Weather chaos in
Europe (scorching heat)
TX (river of hurricanes)

* Electricity chaos in NY, NJ, OH, MI, Canada

* Water chaos in OH

* And the suddenness of it all...
9 seconds in for 50 million people in NY/NJ/OH/MI
...1in 6 Americans

...all but a foretaste of the chaos that lies @nhtbrizon...
the shadows of the coming Substance are upon us!
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God wants His kids to
e “grow up”
* Dbe fruitful
» discern between good and evil...and choose good
* be holy...separate...different...salty
* be ready!
Are you ready?
Can you get ready in a chaotic 9 seconds?
In the twinkling of the eye?
If not, get ready because The Bride is making hierse
ready!

It's time to grow up...Spiritual maturity requires
» aLlivingfaith in the Living God

obedience to the will of God, regardless of wratnywill is...
doing what is right in God’s eyes...not what is rightour
own eyes

* holiness...thinking, talking, and acting like Jesustfedently
than the world

* Abandoning dead works and the traditions of men

» Consistent hunger for the Word
study (2 Tim 2:15)
meditation (Ps 1:1-3)

* Time in prayer
personal
intercessory...standing in the gap for others

* bearing fruit of the Spirit...God’s love...as manifestey
Joy
Peace
Longsuffering
Gentleness
Goodness
Faith
Meekness
Self-control

» Sharing the suffering of Jesus, not living a settespiritual
life...”Go!”
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* Serving the Lord...“working out” to build spiritualrength...
not just being a “pew potato” getting fatter antlda

» consecrated...sold-out for Jesus Christ...
all you are
all you have
all you ever hope to be

Yet so many Christians
» set self-imposed “growth limits”...don’t want to “gearried
away” with this church stuff...
» stagnate themselves by building spiritual “speeth sl
vs being completely sold-out...
* choose milk over meat

young children (e.g. our 3 little ones) desfmyawant to grow up...
are excited about growing up (e.g. Natharchosl sports)

but...when they get old enough
» towork and drive (e.g. our 4 big kids)
* realize they are “on the hook” for owning and maining
their own car...
* can see their own rent payment on the horizon...
are not so excited about growing up...they want tarN@bw up
(e.g. Brian’s exhortation to the 3 little ones)

baby Christians are on-fire and are excited ale@arhing God’s Word...
soak up milk like sponges
but as they grow older...and face the persecutihtlae trials
* they lose the fire...
» asthey realize they are “on the hook” to be Daéthe Word
and not hearers only...
and they often back away from the meat and stowigmn..stop maturing

Time is short!
Wake up!
Grow up!
Get ready!
The Lord wants you to be “sold-out”...not a “holdtd
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Hebrews
Chapter 6

This is a most difficult passage of Scripture
Acts 17:11 always applies...especially today

v1-3 leaving...let us go onto perfection:
as the thought from the end of Ch 5 continues...
an exhortation to mature...to grow up
to leave the first principles of God and move @miaturity

for the Christian...
* to not be satisfied with skimming the surface reépaly...
but to “dig in” and “dive deep”
* to not stand still...
but to build on the foundation we have been given
1 Cor 3:9-11

However...the context is Jewish and the Levitica&gthood
And these are the first principles of the oradéGod (5:12)

1. repentance from dead (faithless) works
salvation by grace vs works
salvation cannot be earned by man...it is given bg Go

2. faith toward God
the God of Al&J...Yahweh...I AM in the burning bush
the just shall live by faith

3. baptisms
the washings/baths/mikvahs of
» the priests before offering sacrifice for sin
» the sinners coming to sacrifice for sin

4. laying on of hands
by the priest on the sacrificial lamb, bull, or gta
“transfer” sin

5. resurrection of the dead
starting in the oldest book...Job...and all the way the
prophets

6. eternal judgment
place of eternal torment for all whose sins arecosered
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to the wavering, immature Jewish believer, Payts
e “Grow up! You should be teachers!”
» “These doctrines are already established.”
* “So we will move on in the meat of the entire coelref
God...if God allows us to.”

Why is v3 conditional?
* Because the meat is spiritual...
» God is the Revealer/Teacher of spiritual truth...
» that cannot be received/understood by those notusgly
discerning...

which leads us to the difficult part....

v4-6 itis impossible...to renew them again unto regece:
a very difficult passage...(framed above)
a very strong, sober warning...
IMPOSSIBLE to renew

and a passage that Satan loves to use as a clinstaa children of God

this passage teaches...it seems...that
* believers
» who draw back from Jesus Christ
» are lost...with no hope of recovery

the fear and discomfort this passages causes...&fgoaols!
“Don’t go there!!!”

to the backslider, this passage should be verylimgt..
and that is very good!

But who is the Holy Spirit talking about? Backslid?

Central to understanding this passage...

A. the pronouns (in the flow)

vl us \ Paul includes himself...
v3 we / true believers
v4 those \ another group

V6 they / being distinguished from...

v9 we \ back to
you / true believers
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B. the participles — those who

1. were once enLight-ened (v4)
“saw the Light” of the World, Jesus the Messiah
saw how Jesus fulfilled the Law...
tasted of God’s salvation...

2. have tasted the heavenly gift (v4)
God’s love and grace, manifested by Jesus

3. have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit (v4)
spirits stirred...eyes opened...ears opened...
“heart burned” by the revelation of Scripture
(OT)

4. have tasted the good Word of God and the powers of
the world to come (v5)
have eaten of the pure and holy truth of God
Ps 34:8a taste and see that the Lord is good

5. have fallen away (v6)
this “If” in the Greek is NOT a conditional clas
like v3...it is a different word
the Greek word makes it...
“evenwho have fallen away”
NOT “if...in case.they fall away”

This is key to our understanding because this
5™ participle seems to put a limitation on the
prior 4

enlightened...to a degree, did not abide
Ps 34:8b blessed...that trusts in him
John 15:1-5

tasted...somewhat, did not eat and digest

partakers...but not fully

tasted...partially, did not eat and digest

vs [Ezk 2.7 - 33

the result is alarming and breath-taking —
impossible to renew to repentance

and my mind races...
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Since

men of God like
David (murder and adultery)
Jonah (ran away)
Peter (fearful-of-men-vs-God denial)
* sinned...
* were chastised...
* confessed...
» were forgiven...

Jesus said, “All the Father gives me shall commaecand him
that comes to me | will in no wise cast out.”
(John 6:37)...a picture of the Ark of Noah

the Prodigal Son was welcomed home...

1 John 1:9 is God’s truth...

the key seems to be “fall away”...apostasyot.backslide
* To receive, then turn away from, the faith
* To renounce Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
e Toturn one’s heart, back, and mind on Jesus
* To actively try to get others to do so also, dgshg their faith

But to whom is the Holy Spirit speaking? Who drese people?

Sounds like the “¥ soil” type in the Parable of the Sower...
They on the roclare they,which, when they hear, receive the
word with joy; and these have no root, which favtale believe,
and in time of temptation fall away. (Luke 8:13)

this strong warning also compliments Paul’s sjrerhortation in the
pastoral letters to teach sound doctrine

Ultimately...God only knows who they are...I don’t

But | do know that the warning is VERY clear!
* “Don’t go there!”
* “Grow up so you can’t be led or blown there!”
* “Finish the race strong!”
* “Be a‘we/us’...not a ‘those/they’!”

the next couple of verses may help also...
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v7-8 earth which drinketh...bringeth:

Matt 5:45 God sends the rain on the just anditiest
Ps 1:1-

John 15:6-

God sends the rain (God the Holy Spirit) overehgre earth
* in some places, the earth is fruitful (faith-full)
* in most places, the earth is barren (unbelief)

2 kinds of soil...2 kinds of hearts
1. fruitful
2. barren — fruit-less
thorns (no fruit, symbolic of the curse) are ¢ast the fire

“bearing fruit” brings some clarity to v4-6

in context...
» aloving relationship with God based on Jesus eaits
» alegal relationship with God based on religionussed

v9 beloved:
after v4-6, how comforting!
Speaks of true believers...those with a lovingti@teship based on Jesus

we are persuaded of better things...the things eatiah:
the good soil in the Parable of the Sower
“better things: is to be fruitful...30x, 60x, 100x

nothing is better than salvation (Ps 84:10)
for the beloved, salvation is not the issue... mi3tis

thus we speak (in this manner):
Ch 5:12-14
Ch 6:4-6

v10 God is not unrighteous to forget:
“God knows what you have done in the name of Jesls/e His
children.”
“Maybe you’re not teaching them, but you're segvthem.”

1 Cor 15:58 your labor is not in vain in the Lord
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v11-12 the same diligence:
zeal...the zeal of Jesus...the zeal of Paul

to the full assurance of hope unto the end:
Catch the fire!
Stoke the fire! Don't let the fire go out!
Finish strong!

This assurance of salvation
» takes time...we are growirig grace and in the knowledge of
Jesus Christ
» comes only from the Lord as we walk with Him andiune in
Him
» can be grasped only by the mature...not the lazy

Be not slothful:
» comfortable...not willing to be stretched and grown
* lazy...not willing to labor years if needed in plargj watering,
praying
* impatient..want instant gratification
* lukewarm...one of the most terrifying words in thédBi

Inherit the promises:
enemies do not inherit, only sons do...and they by

1. faith — active belief and trust — not works
John 1:12 believe in His power and authority

2. patience — fortitude in suffering for obedientlyirpthe right
thing, — not living on “Easy Street”
James 1:2-4 trying of faith works patience
1 John 5:4-5 overcome the world by faith in Jesus

when it comes to

e Jesus Christ

* The eternal truths of God

e Unconditional surrender to His will...
...are you slothful...or zealous?

Pastor Doug Warwick 59
Calvary Chapel Ahwatukee



v13-14 God made promise to Abraham:
he would have a son by Sarah...and thru him all natwould be blessed
* his seed
* Seed of the Woman

swear by no greater:
to take an oath...by someone of greater power artbatyt
ala “Do you swear to tell the truth, the whalgth, and nothing but the
truth, so help you God?”

this is an impossibility for God

God said to Abraham, “I will.” And He did.
with God’s Word there is no

* mind game

* hidden agenda

e surprise

e doubt

blessing | will bless and multiplying | will mugily:

quoting Gen 22:15-18

vl5 patiently endured, he obtained the promise:
Abraham waited 25 years between the promise arttiigery.

25 years...and one son by his own works...later, I8aechborn of Sarah,
just as God promised (when Abraham was 100 arahSeas 90 )
and thru Isaac, the promised Seed of the WomasusJehrist

vl6 swear by the greater:
“I swear on my father’s grave!”
“I swear to God!”

if one lies under oath, they can suffer intenseseguences
* heavy fines
e prison time...

because our legal system breaks down when peoméaie sworn to tell
the truth lie

Jesus says don’'t swear (Matt 5:33-37).
Let your “yes” be yes and your “No” be no
Just tell the plain truth always so others know aothave to
guess if you are speaking the truth
Let your word be “golden” to all...let it be yohond/seal
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v17-18 two immutable things:
unchangeability...certainty

what a comforting contrast to v4-6!
God NEVER changes...Heb 13:8
and that is why the world hates Him
Sin is still sin and will always be sin...requirihgly judgment

1. counsel — His plan and purpose
God'’s purposes are unchanging.
Neither Satan nor man can change/negate God’s plan.
Both are players and instruments in that plan.

2. oath — His Word
in its content...inerrant...perfect
in its execution...God has always shown that Hesigood as
His Word

The Word of God is forever
Rom 8:1 and the whole chapter that follows
1 Thes 4:12-17

“Heaven and earth will pass away but My wordallstot pass
away.” (Matt 24:35)

impossible for God to lie:
God is unable to speak falsely...His nature is coteptalevoid of the

ability to lie
God says, “I will.” He will.
“Yes.” He means Yes
“No.” He means No.

strong consolation:
The result is we have strong consolation...more pfuleomfort than we
can imagine...in the promises of God
God's fervent desire is that we KNOW His Word istfr...
we can know that we know what we know

God has strongly confirmed His promises...so wé put our entire trust
in Him...and flee to His refuge
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only the God of all comfort can comfort the soul...
* money and material things leave it wanting, diseont
» drugs and alcohol torture the soul
» philosophies and religions of men imprison the soul
* nothing the world has comforts the soul

only the Cross and the empty tomb...the works of Godur behalf...can
comfort the soul of man

fled for refuge:
the idea conveyed in the Cities of Refuge
Jesus is our “city of refuge”

Only to Him can we flee for eternal life

v19-20 anchor of the soul:

the anchor steadied and secured a ship in heawdsvaind waves.
mariners had safety when the anchor was in place

the hope of eternal life anchors our soul durlgstorms of life

In turbulent times and places, our Anchor is
» completely trustworthy to hold us in the peace ofiG
forgiveness and mercy
» secure...firmly in place...to hold us in the life of o
* out of sight!
in the Holy of Holies in heaven,
at the right hand of the Father,
interceding for us
» our Forerunner...Who went first to prepare the way

John 14:1-3

Jesus is man’s only hope...

The warning and the exhortation of Heb 6 is
abide...dwell...in...
don’t ever fall away from Him!

Micah 7:18-198
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Hebrews
Chapter 7

6:20 the order of Mel.:

Gen 14:18-20
* King of Salem
* Brought bread and wine
» Priest of the most high God
* Blessed Abram
» Blessed the most high God
* Received tithes from Abram

Ps 110:1-4
* An order of priesthood

That is all we know in OT Scripture about thisgtgrious person

Quoting Ps 110:4, “the order of Mel” was mentiomed
Heb 5:6, 10
Heb 6:20
and will be again in Heb 7:11, 17, 21

before proceeding, we need to understand basiciples of biblical
interpretation.. \rite these down)

* Big Picture
1. context
2. Scripture interprets Scripture

* Microscope
3. the plain meaning
4. the implied meaning
5. the understanding after much study and meditation
6. an allegory...a metaphor with a hidden meaning
in Heb 7, the writer uses both
3. the plain meaning...stating facts known about Mel

6. allegory...metaphor...to interpret the facts...seeingstiedow of the
Substance to come

Mel is not the object of Heb 7...Jesus Christ is
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v1-3 Melchizedek:
so who is this Mel.?

the plain meaning...the basic facts:

1. King of Salem (Jerusalem, Ps 76]1-2)
...Scripture interprets Scripture

2. Priest of the Most High God

3. King of righteousness
melech= “king”
Melchizedek = “king of righteousness”

4. King of Shalom...peace

The metaphor...things not actually declared but deduc
5. “Time-less”

he suddenly appears in Genesis, the book of gegiealo.
without a genealogy

* Unregistered father \ 7. Scripture is

* Unregistered mother \ silent so we

* Unrecorded birth / should be also
* Unrecorded death / (...but certainly
* No descendents / mysterious!)

6. Made like the Son of God
* “assimilate”
» absorbed by...merged with...to the point of loss of
one’s identity
» like Jews were NOT in 2000 years in the dispersion
7. A priest continually (“perpetually”)
o for whom?

What did this Mel. do?
1. met Abraham
2. blessed Abraham (who had the promises of God!)
3. received Abraham'’s tithes

Certainly a shadow of the Substance to come...Jélrist
» King of kings and Lord of lords
e our great High Priest...forever
» the righteousness of God (Rom 3:19-22, 2 Cor,52il 3:9)
* the Prince of Peace (Is 9:6)
* the eternal wise God (1 Tim 1:17)
* Son of God...
* He of whom all scripture testifies (John 5:39)
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v4 consider how great this man:
“discern...experience...acknowledge”

“Ponder on this...this obscure man Mel. is so gtieait Abraham...
» the father of our faith...
» the father of our nation
* the father of many nations...
* the man thru whom all nations are blessed (Megsiah
* “l will bless those who bless you and curse thoke wurse
you.”
was the lesser.
Abraham was blessed by and tithed to that man.”

v5-10 take tithes...out of the loins of Abraham:
Since:

1. The Law of God provided the means by which He wquita/ide for
the priesthood of Aaron...they would be supportedheyother
tribes via tithes in return for their service te thord....including
blessing the people

2. There was no man greater than Abraham...but yet...
...one who was not a descendent of Abrawho at the time had
no descendents...
...blessed and received tithes from the one who vedghe
promises of God

3. ltis an undeniable truth that the lesseltesded by the greater...

4. The “tithe-ees” came from the “tithe-er”

Mel received tithes...and never died...in the recdrd o
Scripture

Abraham gave tithes

Levites received tithes and gave tithes

“In fact, Levi paid tithes to Mel.”

Therefore...the priesthood of Mel is superior te phiesthood of Levi
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vll what further need:
If perfection...completion...salvation...could be attalinea the Levitical

priesthood and the Law, why did God send a prikatsuperior,
eternal order?

If that which the Levitical priesthood ministeredhe Law...could save
people...(give life to the dead...)
why was another order of priesthood needed, asipeahin Ps 110::1-4?

Because the Law could not save...only reveal andemm
So a change in priesthood was required

2 orders of priesthood...2 “spheres of influence”
1. natural (Levitical)...in the flesh
2. supernatural (Mel)...in the spirit
because “You must be born again.”

v1l2  priesthood being changed...change also the law:
a higher order of priesthood...
Melchizedek was both king and priest...above the Law

meant a higher order of Law
John 1:17
Matt 22:36-40

John 15:12-14
Gal 6:1-

v13-14 another tribe...Judah...Moses spoke nothimgerning priesthood:
leaving Mel, now speaking of Jesus...of the tribédumlah

Jesus’ priesthood was foreshadowed by Mel
* No active ministry at an altar for the continuatrdfece of sin
* Forever
» as Melchizedek is separate from all other recorded, so is
Jesus separate from the Levites

In Israel, according to the Law (Deut 33:7-8)
» the king was not the priest
» the priest was not the king
* One was from Levi, the other from Judah (Gen 4P:10
* No man could be both king and priest
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v15-17 the similitude of Mel...another priest:
yet it is abundantly clear that another priesthaad coming...
an eternal priesthood foreshadowed by Mel

similitude..."resemblance of another”
Mel is a shadow of the Substance to come

there was to be no mixture of the offices of kamgl priest...for they come
together onlyin Jesus Christ...
* the promise thribavid (Ps 110:4)
of an eternal priesthood
* in keeping with a promise tavid (2 Sam 7)
of an eternal king

Jesus Christ
» King of kings and Lord of lords
» the Lamb of God who came to take away the sinkefatorld
* our great High Priest (Heb 4:14-15)

His priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesid
1. The authority of the priesthood of Aaron was thevLahe
authority of the priesthood of Jesus Christ wad #h& of
God’s love

2. The Levitical priesthood was powerless againstideathe
priesthood of Jesus has the power of eternal life.

3. One offers sacrifices for sin to other atones lient...to cover
them...the other covers amémoves sin forever
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v18-19 disannulling...bringing in of a better hope
sacrifices for sin were continual because sin veagnremoved

Since man cannot keep the law, the law cannot rhismkeomplete.

the Law was not given to save man from his sin..tbut
* reveal to man his sin
» condemn him for sin
* lead him to the One Who can save from sin
the Law did not make man perfect, it revealed tom ima many flaws

a mirror does not
» hide your gray hair
* remove your “spare tire”
* show you what “could be if only...”

another Law and Another priesthood was needed k& mmean complete
so that he can be reconciled to God...
the Law of God’s love ministered by the Lord JeGhsist

the Law of Moses was without strength and uselessirect the problem
facing fallen man...broken fellowship with a holy gndt God

so God brought in a better hope by a better throesl...by Whom we are
drawn close to Him by His love

v20-21 not without an oath:
The Levites were born into the genealogy of Lexd Aaron...they were
in the Levitical order involuntary.
NOT because they had greater worth...just givereatgr office by birth
It “went to their head” and they were

e evil
* wicked
e corrupt

On the other hand, Jesus was established as oat iigh Priest by the
Word of God

v22  Jesus made a surety of a better testament

by the superiority of His
» eternal Life
* Law of love
» priesthood established by the Word of God

Jesus became God’s pledge to man of a superionaant/eontract
that did correct the problem facing fallen man..Kkam fellowship
with Him

Pastor Doug Warwick 68
Calvary Chapel Ahwatukee



v23-24 many priests...by reason of death, but...angbable priesthood
Levites...being mere men...died.
The high priest served until he died...and anothek the position

A long succession of high priests could not dawdne High Priest did

Ch 2:14-16

John 10:17-18

because Jesus...being God...is eternal and unchargjggriesthood is
eternal and unchanging

meaning...our Great High Priest will be sufficienteoer

v25-27 able to save them to the uttermost:
salvation of the people involves the death oftigh Priest...
a Last Will and Testament (v22) only comes inteéowhen the
testatordies
ALL who will come to Jesus will be saved

in offering a sacrifice for sin...Jesus’ priesthoedar superior to the
Levitical priesthood

» a perfect substitute (John 1:29 with 1 Peter)loh@e
VS
» an imperfect substitute (Is 1:11) daity both the high priest
and the people

so, Jesus is able to do what no Levitical priestecdo — save man
» from the most dire of circumstances
» from the deepest depths of sin
» from death, the wages of his sin
» for all eternity!

our High Priest is
» unlike any other...totally unique
Aaron, Mohammad, Buddha, Confucius, Joseph Smith...

* righteous
* innocent
* sinless
* pure
» eternal
» exalted...higher than the heavens...and
* done!
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v28

men...

His one sacrifice is more than sufficient to coakisins of all men of all
time

He fulfilled the holy and just requirement of thaw...removing the curse
of the Law

The Levites offered sacrifices continually....Jesigsahce...and is done!

He is eternal so His sacrifice is eternal...it hagrpiration date

infirmities...Son...consecrated:

the Law of Moses was ministered by imperfect fnem into the order of
priests...

the Law of love...Grace...is ministered by the Perfetgrnal God

Jesus is superior to apyiesthood

therefore, He is the ONLY priest we are to go to!
Going to any other priest is both
» futile for man
* insulting to our High Priest

A theophany?

John 8:56-59
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Hebrews
Chapter 8

Theme: The Superiority of Jesus Christ

To the prophets of God (Ch 1:1-3)

To the angels (Ch 1:4 — 2)

To Moses (Ch 3)

To Joshua (“Jesus” in Greek, “entering in”, Gh 4
To Aaron and the Levitical priesthood (Ch 5-7)
To the old covenant (Ch 8-10)

QA ONE

v1-2 thisis the sum:
concluding the topic from last week...

the Bottom Line regarding the High Priest:
we have a high priest...
* incorruptible

 immortal
e eternal
who is sitting

* not standing...as the Levitical high priest did
* because He is done
on the right hand
» the position of power and pre-eminence
* aplace no mere man could occupy
* representing us...interceding for us
of God’s Throne in heaven
* noton earth
THE Real Priest in THE Real Tabernacle (Heaven)...
» that He made Himself
* not made by the hands of man
e corruptible
* mortal
* temporal

That's quite a Bottom Line!
To the Jew and to any religion that has priestsicK'ifour High Priest!”

my High Priest represents me in God’s sanctuaryimiime replica made
by man
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v3 gifts:
those things that say “I love you”

sacrifices:
those things that say “I owe you” for sin

every High Priest offers gifts and sacrifices...
* How can our High Priest say, “I love you”? Diedur place
* What did He offer for sin? Himself

there are priests...according to the Law:
Jesus officiates in heaven...the Levites on earth

Note: the present tense suggests this book wtsmbefore the
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 AD

the Levitical priest offered sacrifices for sin tanally...
but only after a ceremonial (not REAL) cleansing...
because sin was not removed by the blood of Hahlshs, and goats.

Sin remained an unresolved problem for man afeeiLgvite ministered

example and shadow:
Jesus is the genuine High Priest...the Levites wead®vs

the Levitical priesthood was an imitation of THEaREriesthood...
the shadow cast by The Substance

as Moses...make all things according to the patte
quoting Ex 25:40

on Mount Sinai, in addition to the 10 Commandmeliktsses was given
e apattern = “model for imitation”

» specifications to build a model representatiorhefltord’s
tabernacle... heaven

Paul is shifting to the old covenant, so consibes Ark of the Covenant
» contained
1. Tables of stone written by the finger of God (Law)
2. Ajar of manna (preservation in the wilderness)
3. Aaron’s rod (line of the Levitical priesthood)
» sealed by...Mercy seat — the place of shed blood
« covered by...two gold cherubim/— John 20:11-12
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let’s think about models and shadows...
God created man in His own image (“shadow, resenua”)...
Jesus, however, is the express image of God (E&b 1
(“exact copy”, exact representation)

the Levitical high priest...a shadow of God...miarsd
* on earth
* in a model
» with the blood of bulls, rams, and goats...
* unable to solve the lethal problem facing the “siveid
of God’s image
a shadow of...

the Great High Priest...the Substance of God...rt@res
* in heaven
* in the tabernacle He built
» with His own blood
» solving once and for all the spiritual problem fagi
man, a spiritual being

God'’s creation and God’'s Word are filled with shadaf The
Substance, Jesus Christ

...Who is superior to the old covenant...

v6 a more excellent ministry:
excellent = “vastly different...surpassing...pre-emirien

Jesus, our High Priest
* is pre-eminent (above in importance) in all thing
* has a more excellent (pre-eminent) name (authority)
* has a more excellent (pre-eminent) way (Law ofd)ov
1 Cor 12:31 — 13:8a

as such, He is
* THE Mediator (1 Tim 2:5) between God and man
- of a better contract] (Heb 7{22) between God and ma
* backed up by better promises/assurandesm. God toman
(grace, Eph 2:8-9)
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V7 if that first covenant had been faultless:
1% covenant...the Law of Moses...was based on man’s gesrib God
to perform PERFECTLY in
» keeping the entire Law
* remaining faithful to the Lord their God

and it would have been sufficient had man beea tio his promises
* to not sin...in action, word, or thought
» to faithfully serve the Lord

a 2% covenant would then be totally unnecessary

“But finding fault with them...”
but the ¥ covenant was insufficient
Why? What was the problem?

* The covenant? (Rom 7:12...Law is holy, just, good)

* The people?
Rom 7:14 law is spiritual, I'm carnal sold undar s
Rom 7:18 in my flesh dwells no good thing
Jer 17:9

The problem was the people of the covenant...whe wet willing or
able to keep their promises
“Amen! We will do it!” when on Mounts Gerizim artebal

Deut 27-28
Joshua 8
they were constantly breaking the Law and whoriftey adols
*  sex
* pleasure
s power
* money

they turned their backs on the God that delivéhhedn and shamelessly
ran to false gods
accordingly, God sent judgments to wake themngptarn back to Him

this nation...founded on the Gospel of Jesus Chissturning their backs
on God and whoring after the very same idols

* sex
* pleasure
s power

* money

can we expect any different treatment than thatkvisrael received for
worshipping false gods?
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a new covenant...Israel...Judah:

new...a different covenant...a superior covenant

every man striving to perform perfectly to be atabfe to God
» fails
* and ends up defeated and in division...
» separated from God and from each other...
» for man cannot be whole apart from being right v@iid
the sum of the matter in Eccl 12:13

However, the Lord performing on our behalf resiuits
* victory
* unity...
* restoration...
* reconciliation...
wherever He is The Center

| took them by the hand:
took = “seized”
the tone is “against their objections”

Just like:
* Lot from S&G 2)
Warned..."Get ready! Flee!”
But still had to be snatched out physically anerdtly...
almost kicking and screaming

* The church from the world
Warned...”Flee from the world’s ways. Get ready!
| am coming quickly!”
Yet indistinguishable from the world...infatuated kvthe
things of the world

Because they continued not in my covenant:
They disobeyed...rebelled in self-will and selfts¥adness
They did not overcome by faith...they failed initheorks
They did not finish the course set before them

So the Lord left them to their chosen ways...

But...PTL!

John 10:27-30

plucked = “seized”
we are given a better promise/assurance (grace
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an initial covenant was given
based on man’s
* promises
* performance
o faithfulness
it was a failure...because man failed

therefore a %' covenant...a better covenant...was given
based on God’s
* promise
» performance
» faithfulness...
so it cannofail!

v10 this is the (new) covenant:
quoting Jer 31:31-34...s0 it is not a surprise QArB:7)

put My laws
* Boundaries for a safe, fulfilling, and fruitful éf
* Law of Love

Into their minds:
Because sin starts in the mind...not the hands
Rom 12:1-2

Write them in their hearts:
the very center of their being...their innermost thiots, feelings, beliefs

the new covenant is not written on tables of stoites.established in our
hearts...which were stony before the Lord’s Loveewdtd them

| will be...they shall be:
Jesus will be their Center...for man must be bornraga

This is a nearly finished work in the Gentiles
For the Jews, this is yet future...but clearly in oot

vll they shall not teach:
no teachers will be needed...because all men wilhkiine Lord

* be aware of...
* be cognizant of...
e understand (His will, ways, Word)

clearly, this is in the Kingdom Age
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v12 | will be merciful to their unrighteousness:

* to snatch out 16)

« even from the giving of the La-?)

unto the end [ (Deut 4:24131)

to the extent of removintpe sin revealed by the La-12)
in spite of their adultery/idolatry| (Jer 3:6}1Blatt 27-32)

l.e. the Lord had “an out” to get rid of us, lshbbse not to take
it...out of Love
e.g. Hosea and Gomer

their sins and their iniquities will | remember more:
How glorious is that promise?! Can it get ANY leet
That is one of the better promises, Amen?

God is so good and gracious...He chooses to forget

Can the superiority of the priesthood of Jesuss€and the New
Covenant be questioned by any clear thinking man?

vl3 made the first old:
obsolete

that which decayeth:
same Gr word as “old”

waxeth old:
picture Old Man Time

vanish away:
disappear...which the Temple and the Levitical phiest did within a
few years of this letter being written

therefore, the new covenant is better and everast

Thus...
» condemnation gives way to grace...
» death gives way to life...
* shadows give way to Substance
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Hebrews
Chapter 9

Jesus is superior to the Old Covenant, continued

Theme: Contrast of Sacrifices...contrast of how mmaist approach God
* Old Covenant: the Law of Moses and access to Gatésacrifices of
lambs, bulls, and goats
* New Covenant: the Law of Love and access to Gndbsus Christ, the
Lamb of God

Most prominent word: blood (12 times...v7, 12,13, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 22, 25)

v1-5 the holy place and its furniture

v6-10 the use and meaning of those things

v11-22 those things as shadows of...

v23-28 the Substance to some — the superior g&cadf Jesus Christ

v1-2 first covenant...divine service...worldly sanctuar
in the first covenant worship of God was
» governed by the Law of Moses...
e daily...
* in a holy place made by the hands of men

the tabernacle
* Dimensions: 45 feet x 15 feet
* building materials: wood overlaid with gold
» characteristics:
portable...for the unsettled state of wilderness veaind

divided into 2 compartments
1. Holy Place (30 x 15)

...Separated by a curtain...
2. Holy of Holies (15 x 15 x 15)
Entrance was from the east (Gen 3:24)

In the Holy Place, all priests ministered
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items in the Holy Place
1. candlestick:
lamp stand...Light of the World
on the left side (south side)
attended to daily by the priests who
e trimmed the wicks
 filled with oil for continuous light 24x7

2. table
on the right side (north side)

3. shewbread:
Bread of Life
on the table
12 loaves...one for each tribe
attended to weekly

4. altar of incense
in the front
place to offer incense...a sweet smelling savor

representing prayers of the people ascending teeimea

attended to daily

Pastor Doug Warwick
Calvary Chapel Ahwatukee

79



v3-5 holiest of all:
the second compartment...the Holy of Holies
* no external light...lighted by the Shekinah gloryGxd
» attended to by only one priesthe High Priest.once per year

items in the Holy of Holies
* the golden censer
again...containing incense etc to represent prayers
lifting up to heaven
golden: Jesus Christ in heaven at the right hand
interceding for us
Rom 8:34

* the Ark of the Covenant
in the center of the room
contents
1. gold jar of manna
God’s supernatural provision and protection
while in the wilderness

2. Aaron’s budding rod
establishing the Levitical priesthood

3. the tables of stone....the Law
written by the finger of God
...fulfilled by Jesus Christ

* mercy seat:
the place of atonement...at-one-ment...of blood

covered
1. the Law...with blood of a perfect, innocent life
2. the Levitical priesthood...with an eternal
priesthood
3. our wandering...that we can enter into His rest

* cherubim of glory shadowing:
overshadowing, covering

v6-7 ordained...priests...first tabernacle...service otlG
the contents of the Holy Place equipped the prieptaral...to worship
the Lord

But into the second went the high priest alone:
...singular
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once every year:
on the Day of Atonement

on that day, the High Priest was responsiblaliahe sacrifices himself.
a shadow of the Substance to come...to atone fdethers”
(shortcomings, Rom 3:23) of himself and all te®ple

1. remove his fancy robes...cleanse himself...
put on simple white linen...then before all the peopl

2. lay hands on a bullock...confess his sins and thbhéso
family

3. leave the bullock...to draw lots for the scapegoat
(one of two goats present)

4. return to the bullock and slay it...catching the llago a basin

5. take incense and a hot coal...into the Holy of Hodied the
presence of God! (would he come out?)

6. Return for the bullock’s blood...go back into the
Holy of Holies to sprinkle it 7 times

7. Return to the “chosen” goat and slay it

8. Go back into the Holy of Holies with the goat’s @tband
sprinkle it 7 times

9. Return to mingle the blood of the bullock and tleatg..and go
back into the Holy of Holies again to sprinkle

10.Return...to lay hands on the scapegoat...and confessirih
of the people

11.The scapegoat...marked with a scarlet “ribbon” tedre of
its horns...was released into the desert...and obséyed
the priests

12.When the scapegoat disappeared...(varying speedg e,
no doubt)...the High Priest would proclaim that thres of
the people had been forgiven and separated from the

And the people would erupt into praise! VERY dramatual.
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v8 signifying...not yet made manifest...yet standing:
by this prescribed worship, the Holy Spirit madeaty plain that
access to God was not yet available for every man...
but for only one man, the high priest

a shadow cast by the Substance...Jesus Christ.. vhe eould go into
the very presence of God to offer a sacrifice fania sin

v9-10 not make him...perfect as pertaining to thescence:

and this prescribed worship...because it was merslyadow...could not
remove man’s guilty conscience

the Levitical priesthood...including the high priest...
» was never finished
* never rested...
* because sin was not removed...
* nor was the sense of guilt of sin...which would remaitil...

time of reformation:
the Lamb of God...a priest after the order of Mel.. 8ubstance...came

what man needed...but could not get from the old care..was the
Messianic restoration and reconciliation (“straggiihg out”) of

fallen man |(2 Cor 5:14-21)

the Lamb of God did come, bringing
* the Law of Love
* asuperior sacrifice
* reconciliation

» access to the Holy of Holies to every man who waalche to Him
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v11-12 greater and more perfect tabernacle:
e greater in power and effect
* complete...the real tabernacle in heaven vs a nwdehrth

his own blood:
He entered in with a blood greatkan that of bulls, rams, and goats...
His own!

once:
...and only once...not every Mass as the Roman cheaxthes...
...where the traditions of men have made the Wordad of no effect
Mark 7:13

No further sacrifice for sin is needed....eversuk’ sacrifice is complete.

obtaining redemption:
‘ransom”: a payment made by an innocent partyetuse the freedom of
another held in captivity

the perfect sacrifice...in the real Holy of Holies.. iy Real High Priest
paid the ransom demanded for our lives...
a very high price...paid by our God!

v13-14 if the blood of bulls and goats:
if the blood of animals in the sacrificial systemamrship
» cleansed defiled and polluted sinners
» sanctified...made holy...a high priest so he could rethie
Holy of Holies

how much more shall the blood of Christ...withoubtsip God:
how incomparably greater...better...is the cleansirdysanctification by
the pure and sinless blood of God!

the blood of animals in the sacrificial system airship cleansed
outwardly.

Inwardly, man remained a cesspool until Jesus edfétis blood
Heb 10:4

to purge your conscience from dead works:
the blood of the Lamb of God covered and removedsims AND our
sense of guilt...by relieving us of the burden ofalearks
James 2:14-26
trusting in good works to save vs good workewdence of a
saving faith
Is 64:6
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v15-17 mediator of the new testament:
Why did Jesus Christ have to die?
» To pay the ransom note on our lives
John 3:14-18

* To put into effect and to mediate a superior conéna
Who died and put the Old covenant into effect
Adam...by doing his own will
Who died to put the New covenant into effect?
2nd Adam...by doing His Father’s will

* That we would receive eternal life

Jesus is the High Priest of the Law of God’s Love
by His perfect sacrifice
* He is worthy the loose the seals (Rev 5:1-10)
* We are redeemed

vl8 dedicated:
consecrated...there is death in both covenants
in the old because Rom 6:23a...
but the new is superior to the old because Ro1BI6:2

v19-23 Dblood of the testament...sprinkled
the sign of both testaments is blood...life is ia bBhood
Old (Law of Moses): the blood of innocent, getfanimals
New (Law of Love): the blood of innocent, petféamb of God

universal truth: there is no forgiveness of sim® purifying defiled man
...without the shedding of blood (Lev 17:11)

v24  Christ...into heaven itself:
our great High Priest did not serve in a model...Hdked into the true
sanctuary in heaven

What is Jesus doing in heaven while He awaits étisrn?
Interceding for me before God the Father!
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v25-26 nor...offer himself often:
the Roman Mass says that Jesus’ work of redempgionfinished!
How many times must He shed His blood to appeasaeeRRo
In their eyes, He is not more effective than a goat
Watch out!

Jesus suffered once...past tense!

universal truth: no forgiveness of sins...no punif) defiled man...
without the shedding of blood (Lev 17:11)

the price of remission...pardon, freedom...is blood
John 8:32 is only by His blood

His blood HAS BEEN shed...His sacrifice IS sufficiemw and forever

v27 itis appointed men once to die:
reserved...we all have a reservation with physicatide.
as dust returns to dust
Q: man is a spiritual being...where does the tspa?
Eternal life with God or eternal separation frGod

After this the judgment:
Judgment as if before a tribunal...with full disclosu

for the believer: “Innocent! Never happened!”
there is nothing to disclose!

for the unbeliever: “Guilty as charged! Sewrters eternal death.”

Reincarnation refuted...a lie of continual regerierato deceive mortal
man about certain and eternal death

Death IS certain and eternal for those who ddoebéeve...so
e surrender

e submit
« Matt 16:24
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v28 bear the sins of many:
Jesus died for the sins of the world

2 Cor 5:21...He who knew no sin was made sin for us
Gal 3:13...He redeemed us from the curse of Law lnygomade a curse

the ultimate Gal 6:2...bearing another’s burdens

He “took up” on Himself...then “took up” payment anthe true sanctuary
into the very presence of God
By doing so, He fulfilled the Law of Moses atie Law of Love

the common man does not have access to God uralkath of Moses...
man is condemned under the Law.

The Levitical priesthood could not offer anythirgt would
allow all men to enter into God’s presence because
* he himself was a sinner
» the blood of bulls and goats cannot remove sin

However, Jesus,
* sinless (1 John 3:5)
» apriest in the order of Melchizedek
» offered Himself as the perfect and final sacrifi¢éeb 7).

and...God ripped the veil between the Holy Plaakthe Holy of Holies
...from top to bottom...upon the acceptable sacrificklis Son so
all may enter boldly into His presence
Matt 27:51

The blood of the Lamb of God, offered in the verggence of God in
Heaven, removes man’s sin so that all can apprGach

Is1:1
Heb 4:15-1
Look for him:

He is risen! He has defeated death !

[Heb 2:14-17

And He promised to come back for us!

it is very important to be looking “expectantfigr Him...
He commanded us to “Watch!”...
which implies being ready to go with Him when Heeagrs the
second time:
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Hebrews
Chapter 10

vl the law having a shadow of good things to come:
the Law of Moses, by which dailacrifices were offered to covein, was
a shadow of the Substance...the Law of Love, by whiuh
sacrifice was offered...the Lamb of God...to both cosed
removesin

the Law did not make worshippers complete...didilPfaNo!
The Law was not given to make man whole or righittbyoint
man to Him Who Alone could make him whole and right
The shadow is absolutely incapable of removimgstiain of sin.
The Cleansing Substance is needed

v2-4 would they not have ceased...not possible:
had the shadow been capable of cleansing and maiangvhole and
right, the priests would have stopped offering isiaes.
But they never stopped...because
» the sense of guilt remained...
» the power to not siwas still missing

thus, the Law of Moses involved insufficient siees for sin
the blood of 2-dimensional animals is insufficipatyment for
the sin of 3-dimensional man made in the imagead G
shadows are 2D...man’s sin problem is in tHé&3

fallen man still needed a Savior...a Kinsman-Red&ento remove the

e stain

e stench

e curse

e quilt
of sin

But which man?

Were not all descendents of Adam born spirituadgar

Is it not true that “none are righteous, no not’oreenone could perfectly
keep the Law of Moses?

Within the confines of man’s reality (physical ldé@d spiritual death), this
is an impossible problem...no way of escape
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v5-6 he that cometh into the world:
no man could solve this problem of sin and sepamdtom God, but God

could (Matt 19:26)
Therefore, God had to come into the world in thenitoody of man

the Messiah...that came from “out of the world” amdered into the
world...left eternity to enter into His creation ipace and time...
is God Himself (John 1:14)

sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not:
speaking of the sacrifices in the Law of Moses.. $ahd goats

“I do not desire, | do not take delight in.”

But a body hast thou prepared me...sacrifices fottgu hast no pleasure:
1 Sam 15:22 to obey is better than sacrifice
Ps 51:16 you desire not sacrifice...you delightindiurnt offerings

Hosea 6.6 | desire mercy, not sacrifice

God took no pleasure in the sacrifices in the L&Moses because they
changed/fixed/reconciled nothing.

After all such sacrifices, man was still “dirty” @mhe power and the
wages of sin remained

A superior sacrifice was needed to reconcile maadd...so...
a body like Adam'’s was prepared for the Messiahkinosman-
Redeemer who came from outside creation to recofaien man

to Himself

The Lord does not want
e our sacrifices
* alegal relationship with us
He wants
e our hearts
» our fellowship
* adeep, intimate, loving relationship
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v7 | come (the volume of the book is written of me)
quoting Ps 40:6-8
John 5:39, 46 (had believed Moses believed neewrote of me)

thy will, O God:
Jesus Christ...the Son of God...came
* to do the Father’s will...as a bondservant...choosing t
surrender His will to the Father

» to fulfill the Law of Moses and to displace the clovenant
with the new covenant...the Law of Love...by a superior
sacrifice

» to teach and model God’s will for man
1. denial of self
2. to be God-centered and others-centered...
not self-centered

selflessness is the manifestation of the Law afeLo
v8-10 take away the first:
why did Jesus say those things in v6-9a?
to give man a new covenant

first covenant...of covering

establish the second:
second covenant...of cleansing

Law of Moses shows the dirt...the Law of Love wasihasvay
(grace and forgiveness)

Is 1:16-18 requires the blood of the Lamb of Gddhn 1:29)...

our Kinsman-Redeemer

thus...Is 53:10
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v11-14 this man...one sacrifice...one offering...faev
the Levitical priest’s daily ministry was an exisecin futility
so faith in that system of worship...that covenaist futile

on the other hand, the ministry of our Great Hrglest...
* “this man”...God/man...100% God, 100% man

* apriest after the order of Mel...
was completely and absolutely effective

His one perfect sacrific€l owe”)...was sufficient
* to pay the debt of all sin
* to cover and remove the
stain
stench
curse
and guilt...of ALL sin...
* past, present, future...FOREVER

His one astonishing offering‘l love”)...is the greatest proclamation of
love possible

therefore, our Great High Priest is done, argitisg in the place of
pre-eminence...the place reserved for The Pre-eminent

He is there waiting for His footstool (quoting PE):1-4)
In the meantime, we are...forever made
e clean
whole
right
holy
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I will put...1 will write...no more offerindpr sin:

quoting Jer 31:33-34 again, as he did in Heb 8:10
Jesus Christ is the absolutely sufficient sacriitéhe New Covenant...

Therefore, a holy and just God can
* let us hang out with Him
» justly forget our failures and shortcomings...

because all those things are covered by the serfitgi and acceptability
(righteousness) of Jesus Christ

therefore, no additional sacrifice for sin is @&gary...or acceptable
our works do not enhance the sacrifice of JesusC..
perfection cannot be enhanced, only corrupted

no, God will not make...or accept...another offeriogsin.
The ball is in man’s court — “Will yoagome to do my will?”
1. denial of self
2. to be God-centered and others-centered...
not self-centered

therefore, the offer of salvation from God to nisfhAS is”...
no improvements are authorized
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v19-20 Dboldness to enter into the holiest...throtkge veil...his flesh:
by the sacrifice of Jesus, we can take full advgate God’s Open Door
Policy and enter into His presence...without doubtsesitation...
because the shadow does not cleanse, but theaBobstoes!

When the blood of the Lamb of God was offered...
» as the high priest was shedding the blood of tlss®eer lamb
in the Temple...
» the veil between the Holy Place and the Holy ofiekWas
ripped from top to bottom...
* giving access to the presence of God to all whéaltly would
come

Note: put yourself at that place at that time

» the spectacle of the trial and crucifixion of JestiBlazareth

» the drama of Passover...to remember the great daficer

» darkness over the whole land....and at 3 pm...

* adeafeningrip

» the Holy of Holies revealed for all to see

» the Glory of God...the Shekinah...shining forth...no

the glory of God left the Temple 600 years prior

(Ezk 10-11)...because John 1:11...which was now
completely fulfilled

the temple was a shadow of heaven...the veil a shafithe body of
Jesus Christ, prepared for Him for the expressqaepffering it
up as payment for our debt

when His body was torn, the veil was ripped...and&geived access on
High

v21-22 Letus: (3things...our holy, acceptabl®] reasonable response)
1. worship in purity and truth
* having full confidence in our reliance on Jesusishr
* knowing our hearts and consciences have been el@avith
His shed blood...that He may abide in us!

» knowing our bodies are washed with Living water.. \erd
of God (Eph 5:25)

Because the way has been cleared for us to go. 1it&a near!
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v23 Letus:
2. seize our hope (Titus 2:13, John 14:1-3) withdmubting Him...
for He is absolutely trustworthy

Let us break from the traditions of men that mideeWord of God
no effect!

our hope is based on His faithfulness, not ours
our hope is not a wish, it is a certainty!

v24-25 And Let us:
3. contend with each other...encourage each other...
» tolove (agape) each other
» to be about the Father’s business

Let us not:
1. forsake the meetings of the saints...be “lone sheep”
“I don’t need to go to Church — I can worship Gndmyself in my
backyard or on my couch in front of the TV or & th
river/mountains/beach.”

do you believe this way?
Try this experiment the next time you BBQ (oldHasmed way)
When the mound is building heat, take one individua
briquette and set it aside by itself.
Observe how it cannot continue to burn by itselflevthe
mound builds a great heat.
If you believe you can “be a Christian without ggpito church”,
you had better examine your motives!

every part of the Body needs every other part thdadthy
no individual Body part can fly solo...
no lone sheep will survive in the wilderness of wld
(1 Peter 5:8)

the gathering of the saints is not

* ‘“if needed”...as determined by your will

* "when needed”...as determined by your emotions
it is absolutely needed...essential for spiritualltimea

Not legalistically...out of Law of Moses covenant...
but caring and nurturing...out of the Law of Love eoant

AND especially NOW, when we see so clearly the afathe
Lord’s return
* tothe clouds (Get on the Ark! Fasten your se#tD
* tothe earth (“Woe” to be warned of)
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v26-27 sin willfully...no more sacrifice...but a t&n fearful...judgment:
it is impossible for man to
» save himself from the wages of sin
» reconcile himself to God
* Dbe born-again by himself

so if we receive and discern the Truth by theiSpi God...and then
* willfully sin...turn away from in favor of another waor
another sacrifice (apostasy)
» thumb our nose at the Lamb of God...
what else is there that can be done for us?

What payment for sin greater than the Ultimate @aercan be paid?
And by who?

Nothing more is needed...nothing more could posdikbladded to the
work of the Lamb of God.
He has offered the greatest payment and the ukitoae

...s0 all that remains for those who do not belisveertain, terrifying,
fiery damnation

v28-29 despised Moses’ law:
violated...deserted...turned from...disobeyed...the Lavzodfl

died without mercy:
the sure-fire result was a death without pity anpwgthy...
cold, dark, lonely, eternal

how much sorer punishment:
How much worse a penalty awaits those who irGold by willfully
» trampling on the Lamb of God
» defiling/mocking the precious blood of the new cosmet...
of the Divine Kinsman Redeemer...
* believing that the blood of His own Son is insu#itt and
unacceptable

rejection of God’s grace and mercy is met by Godath...
without mercy
the punishment is unthinkable! And unpardonable
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v30-31 Vengeance belongeth to me...a fearful thing
Woe! Jesus is alive...He is God...He has been givgndgment.
Who could stand against His holy wrath?

“I will get even...l will balance the books!”

“My vengeance will equal the insult and the offenge
» defiling My sacrifice
» trashing Me
* mocking My grace.”

if you reject the Law of Love/new covenant, youdsfault accept
the Law of Moses/ old covenant...
the blessings for obedience and the curses fobddience!
Who is righteous? Who can stand? A fearful thing!

v32-34 But call to remembrance:
Paul shifts gears now...

“Don’t knuckle under to the persecution and thesgure to abandon the
new covenant in favor of the old!”
Is 1:18

“Think clearly and rationally.

“Remember the shame and persecution you enduredyait received the
Light of the World!
What did you do? What did you think?
1. You had compassion on me for my persecution fos#ie of
The Truth

2. | was a prisoner for the sake of Christ (Eph 311) and you
comforted me

3. You rejoiced in the heavenly riches you have ini€thresus
while men pillaged your material stuff...

4. ...because you KNEW you had superior wealth in heden
all eternity...you had the Substance casting alktidows
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v35 Cast not away:
“So don’t throw Him away...don’t throw away your gteeward in
heaven...because of social, cultural, economic, algious
pressure from unbelievers.”

“Be still and know He is God, your strength and iymfuge.”

“He goes before you...He fights for you.” (v30)

“Remember | Matt 10:28-39.”
Gal 5:4-

v36-37 patience:
cheerful endurance...despising the shame...like Jaduq@h 12:2)

receive the promise:
the flesh wants instant gratification...but God doesdeliver
immediately on His promise...it comes after a refinjourney in a
strange land
the promises of God are certain...but not instartase
The interim period is used to conform us into tinage of Jesus

So get God’s perspective...and receive His peatieeimidst of the
refining fire...and let your patience be perfecté¢dames 1:3)

He that shall come will come:
God says what He means and means what He says
John 14:1-3

“When” is entirely up to Him
it is ours to
e watch
» be about our Father’s business
* beready
e ...to have faith
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v38 the just shall live by faith
Part 3 of Paul’s trilogy on Hab 2:4
Rom 1:17 the just (innocent and holy)
Gal 3:11 shall live
Heb 10:38 by faith

draw back:
» to cower under outside pressure...
» withdraw from the Lord to appease man...
* apostasy

no pleasure:
no more than the pleasure He had in the sacriitdse Law of Moses...
that had lost their meaning and become mereljigiaes ritual for
a stiff-necked and hard-hearted people

not pleasing God result in His hot displeasure0{83)
God is not mocked

God cannot be ignored
God will not be insulted

v39  But we are not of them:
a rallying cry from Paul

“But, hey! That's not me and it's not you! Ceran! Let’'s go!
We have a race to finish.

We walk in the Light by faith...we walk with Jesaisd are saved
from the curse of our sin and from the vengeandéauf.

He has purchased us and we are perfectly safenh

And so we have access into the Holy of Holies iave@...into the
very presence of God.

Be encouraged...keep the faith.”
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Hebrews
Chapter 11

“The Hall of Faith”
the word “faith” is mentioned 24 times

“What is faith, you ask?

rational expectation in the unseen (v1)

the root of obedience...of abiding in Christ and thet world
that by which we receive commendation vs conderanafv2)
how we understand our existence and our purpo8g (v
how we seek and please God (v6)

how we realize the promises of God (Heb 12:2)

ok wnE

vl faith is the substance of things hoped for:
the substance:
e assurance
e certainty
» foundation upon which to firmly stand
hoped for...expected

evidence of things not seen:
not seen with the eyes in our head...
...like the plumbing beneath your house.

Can you see it? How do you know it is there?

You see the evidence every time you use it.

You see the evidence, not the plumbing...so you fetlein the
plumbing.

not seen with the eyes in our head...but with the @ay®ur heart and
spirit

1 Peter 1:7{9

Faith is believing the promises of God...
» based on evidence from the past...or
* when there is no evidence at the moment...either.way.
* resting on God’s promise
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faith is not knowledge (1 Cor 8:1a)

If I understand everything...
| have knowledge, not faith.
If I understand everything about God...

then | have a mighty small God because | am a migfmall man.
If I understand before | believe...
| am seeking knowledge, not faith.

faith is not knowledge...faith comes before undermditagnand knowledge.

the Word of God...the promises of God...cannot beststdod unless you
first believe it...
it is not like a science text book!

v2 elders:
the patriarchs...holy men...separated...called apart

obtained a good report:
a good witness...they believed the Word of God

things that are certain have clear evidence
faith is the result of clear evidence considered
this investigation requires
e  humility
* ‘“clear eyes”...
* not eyes clouded by pre-conceived ideas or hiddendas

Faith is the difference between commended anderandd
1. seeing evidence
2. *“trying” the evidence
3. trusting the unseen reality of which the evidenueaks
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v3 We understand that the worlds were framed byWoed of God:
to make his point that “the just shall live by FéjtPaul starts at the very
beginning...always a very good place to start
If you can believe “In the beginning God” thandtaasy to believe
the rest of the Bible

framed = “created”.barain Gen 1:1...to create something from nothing
The material universe...creation...is an act of Gaoken Word
He spoke...it became...it was...and still is

only God can create something from nothing...
man can make things...man can create nothing

Since obviously none of us were there as eyewsggsve must read the
Word of God...from the very first verse...by faith...
examining the clear evidence
* The universe...Ps 19:1
» Life
DNA
Migratory patterns of birds, fish, Monarch butte$l
Life systems. pulmonary, cardiovascular, nervous...
The human eye
The human brain
* The obvious fingerprints of
design and order
VS
randomness and chaos

Note 1: the only other theory of origins is evanu...
» devoid of ANY clear evidence...
» chock-full of hidden agendas

Note 2: creation requires less faith than doesution...
but evolution requires less submission and
surrender...

Rom 1:16-28

Now Paul mentions men of great faith...

» that did not always have great faith

» that sometimes walked by sight and hygtfaith

» that sometimes doubted and did not beli®osl

* that sometimes “fleshed out” and did not walkhe Spirit...
but by the grace of God, those times are forgdite@od!
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v4 Abel:
Paul starts with Abel...why not start with Adam anceE
They walked with God...Abel did not
Adam and Eve had knowledge...Abel had faith

a more excellent sacrifice than Cain:
what is widely taught here...most likely is true...metheless
conjecture

Abel offered the blood of a lamb...the shadow of$lubstance to come

Abel obeyed God's instructions given to his psseén|Gen 3:2}1 regarding
acceptable sacrifice:
* innocent blood
* acovering not of one’s own work (Eph 2:8-9)

on the other hand, Cain offered the work of his ¢vands...

He was righteous:
Abel offered what God had said to offer...a relasioip built on faith...
and was declared righteous...by Jesus Himselfatt BB:35
Cain offered the work of his own hands...religionnafrks...and was not
declared righteous

We do not KNOW that Abel offered a lamb and Gafiiered a crop...
But we do KNOW that the difference in the twdeoings lied in
the hearts of the two brothers...
Abel's was a more excellent offering than Caimésause...of faith
he was acceptable to God...by the righteousnesh@Substance
to come...given to him by grace thru faith

from the very beginning, God accounted righteessrby faith
this is not a NT doctrine

Being dead yet speaketh:
Abel’s
o faith
» relationship with God
» obedience
* righteousness
speak forever...in the eternal Word of God
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v5 Enoch:

Gen 5:22-2/

translated...see death...not found:
Enoch did not know death...he
* was “transferred”
* ‘“changed sides”
* was “transported by implication involving an excbah
e was snatched up
* was raptured

Enoch was gone! Not to be found anywhere on earth...
because God took him

“Enoch, let’s go for our daily walk. Let’s walkliétle further today...to
My house.”

he pleased God:
“pleased entirely”...not somewhat or mostly
| want this testimony!

How? By faith...by believing what God said

he was himself a shadow of those to come...thoselyHaith escape the
wrath of God poured out like a flood on an unbehgwvorld
1 Thes 5:9

shadows of 3 kinds of people...all yet future
1. those that were saved thru judgment/destmic(B)
2. those that were judged and destroyed (world)
3. those "transferred" before the judgment of the dorl
(Enoch...one Body...the Body of Christ)
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V6 without faith it is impossible to please Him:
God is “entirely pleased” when we
* believe Him
* lean not on our own understanding but on what s sa

Conversely, God is not pleased when we don't belldim (Ch 10:38)
There is NO way at all...zero chance...of pleasing Him
without believing Him

Rom 7:18 there is NO good thing in my flesh

Rom 8:8 those who are in the flesh CANNOT pleasd Go

Is 64:6 our righteousness is like a stinking rag

Matt 13:58  Jesus did not many mighty works in Hisletown of
Nazareth because of their unbelief

Hab 2:4 the just shall live by...faith

Our acceptability to God depends upon our faitHiim instead of
ourselves...at the end of self is the beginning ofl Go

he that cometh must believeth that He is:
the man who comes near to God to worship Him MU&VeHaith that
| AM is...He exists!

he must believe God without
» Seeing Him with the eyes in his head
* Hearing Him with the ears on his head
* Touching Him with his hands...

but by examining the clear evidence thaM is

rewarder of them that diligently seek Him:
“to investigate, to search out, to crave”...
...In every circumstance of your life

Deut 4:29-31
Jer 29:11-14a
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v7 Noah being warned of God:
by the Word of God

Gen 6:1-1

things not seen as yet:
rain...flood...God’s wrath

moved with fear, prepared an ark:
in great reverence, he preached salvation by dhaadaith for 120 years

2 Peter 2:145

by faith, he rejected the world and walked oihi® Ark

the Ark...a shadow of the Substance to come
» divine escape given in advance
» onlyrefuge from judgment and wrath
* one door...sealed by God Himself...security - none lost
e 1Thes 1:10 Jesus delivered us from the wrath noeco
e Rom 5:8-9 commended his love...more...saved fromlwrat

Noah
* heard the Word of God
* believed, not having any “first hand knowledge”wihe
things to come, no experience to refer to
» obeyed...put his faith into action...for a very longydhtime...
in the face of ridicule undoubtedly
» saved by grace thru faith

* ashadow of 144,000 sealed and deliveredttineulood of
God’s wrath to come

v8 Abraham, when he was called to go out into agla

Gen 12:1-5

God called Abraham, a moon-worshipping paganeatithe, to leave his
father’s house and the land of his forefathersatantp the land
of Canaan...which he had never seen

like moving into a house “sight unseen” becabgeliord told you to

should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed:
God called him out to give him a superior intaarde

Abraham...can you see the pattern?

* Heard
* Believed
*  Obeyed
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v9-10 he sojourned in the land of promise:
Abraham lived as a stranger...a foreigner in thg \@nd God promised
to give him!

tabernacles...a city:
Al&J lived in tents...nomads
* looking beyond current circumstances to the prorofsgod...
* waiting for a city, the foundation of which is malg God

The living quarters of Al&J are also a picturetio¢ living quarters of men
of faith
* nomadic, temporary living quarters: this body matithe
earth

« permanent living quarters: 2 Cor5:1

Faith involves

* hearing

* believing

* obeying...and
* Waiting

Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him...thdsatt
wait upon the Lord shall inherit the earth
Ps 37:7,9

Rom 8:24-25

Waiting is so difficult for us...we get worn down
* physically
* emotionally
o spiritually
by the unrelenting weight
» physical illness and disease
» financial distress (reality for Army sargeant)
» broken and stressed relationships
+ self

But the God Who has given us promises also is toength
to wait for His perfect timing

“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall
walk, and not faint.”

Is 40:31
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Abraham waited
» 25 years for the promise of a son by Sarah
e 430 + 40 = 470 years to occupy his land

* has waited about 3,900 years for the city whose
builder and maker is God

Israel has waited over 3,000 years for the etédingidom
of the Son of David, sitting on His throne in
Jerusalem, as promised to David

the Body of Christ has waited about 1,970 yearsHer
Lord to return for us, as He promised before He lef

The central issue in waiting is not time...buistrin the
faithfulness of God to do what He said He would do

vll Through faith also Sarah:
Note: the faithful one in NIV is Abraham...but in KJMASB it is Sarah
NIV is a “thought-for-thought” translation...inithcase, an
unfortunate one
KJV and NASB are “word-for-word” translations

Sarah received strength to conceive...and delivéild.c.when she was
90 years old

Gen 17:15-17

Gen 18:9-1

Conceiving and giving birth at age 90 — humanlpassible — even then
Any of you ladies want to give birth to a chdtlage 90?
Would you need strength?

At the end of self...is the beginning of God...thalne of faith

She judged him faithful who had promised:
Sarah
* heard the Word of God...maybe wrestled a bit...but
» considered the evidence...and believed
* obeyed
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vl2 him as good as dead:
Abraham, no spring chicken, was 100 years oldatithe...

he was also at the end of self...and at the beginofitigpd

Gen 15:1-6 (reward...Heb 11:6)
Rom 4:16-2

stars..multitude...sand...innumerable:
by grace thru faith, God did another supernatcnedtive work

* Anation...a wife
Is 43:1a | have created you
Is 10:22 as numerable as the sand of the sea

* A people of faith...a Bride
2 Cor 5:17 new creatures in Christ
Gal 3:6-7 children of Abraham by faith
Eph 4:23-24 put on new man, created in righteowsnes

and holiness

v13 all died in faith:
except Enoch!
A shadow of| 1 Thes 4:15{17

not having received the promises...but having seemtafar off:

people of faith
* heard God’s promise
* ‘“saw” the eternal reality with eyes of faith
* believed...embracing the “afar off” in favor of thearby

» lived as strangers in the midst of unbelieving ‘aitgrs”
» died here...holding onto the superior there

our faith is in the eternal Godnot in this temporary world.

We cannot see the Object of our faith without fiestving this world...
so finish of the race! (subject of Ch 12)

don’t look for the promise of God on this corruptté...we are citizens of
the kingdom of God
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v14-15 that say such things:
* “My citizenship is in the kingdom of God.”
* “l am neither Republican nor Democrat...| am a Mohastt”
* “l am just a stranger passing through until | reeeny inheritance.”

they seek a country...mindful...opportunity to haveireed:
men of faith...just like all men...seek their own land.home
the question is...where is that home?

Abraham was a stranger in Canaan...we are strange¥srhArizona...
We MUST be mindful of that eternal reality...anat fong for the
“old country”...Ur...Egypt (a picture of the world)

had Abraham had “Ur on my mind” (ala “Carolinamg mind”),
he may have been lured back...away from the pronii§od
but his definition of “home” was changed by God

430 years later, Israel had “Egypt on my minaiigl donged to go
back...away from the promise of God...
God used
* a matter of days to get His people out of Egypt
* 40 years of wilderness wandering to get Egypt dutis
people

if we get “the world on my mind”, we will get led back...away from the
promise of God...
and He will use wilderness wandering to get thelavout of us
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vl6  But now they desire a better:
But...!
A huge word...and therein lies the power of God
In this instance, to give us strength to wait fas plerfect timing

They desired the kingdom of God...a superior inhagde than

e Canaan
e Egypt
* this world

Don't look back longingly from whence you come!
It might be alluring...but it is a deception.
all the world has to offer is death and destruction
What God has promised is superior to anything tbddahas...
and you cannot have both!

therefore God is not ashamed of anyone who
* hears His Word
* Dbelieves Him
* obeys...
by getting on the Ark...
by walking out of “the old country”

in context to the pressured Jewish believers...
* look forward...don’t look back
» go forward...don’t go back
» the superior Substance lies ahead...the inferiorashdxthind

v17-19 Abraham, when he was tried:
proved...genuine, real...not lip service

offered up Isaac...only begotten son:
Isaac was Abraham’s firstborn son?
* By birth: Ishmael was first, 13 years older, ofgdathe
Egyptian bondwoman
* By position: Isaac was the son of promise by Sarthle son
to receive the inheritance of the firstborn
So “begotten” = positional in nature, not physical

figure:
similitude...a shadow of the Substance to come
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Gen 22 The father sacrifices his son

v1-2 God calls Abraham, “Take your only son, Isaac”
Ishmael is the son of bondage, the natural wbrkan
God does not recognize our works done to easratiteptance

Isaac is the son of promise and grace, the sapeat work of God
God recognizes His work on our behalf...and oithfima Him

"whom you love"
1st time "love" is mentioned in the Bible
Law of 1st Mention...circumstances surroundingtkemention
of a word carry special significance
here, love has to do with the love of a fatloerhiis son

Matt 3:17
v3 4 people went on the journey...Father + Son +HZasds

v4 3 day journey
Jonah 1:17  (Matt 12:39)
John 2:19 Destroy this Temple and | will raisagtin in 3 days
1 Cor 15:3-4

in Jewish thinking, Isaac "died" when the commag given by God

v5 Abraham & Isaac go to worship
1st mention of "worship”...to bow down (one's will)

v6 Isaac carries the wood ala Jesus carried thss cro
V7 Isaac asks where the lamb is

v8 Abraham confesses faith in God
"God Himself will provide the lamb"...
"God will provide Himself as a lamb"
not"God will provide a lamb"
John 1:29
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v9-10 Abraham trusted God, immediately obeys, dfet®lsaac
He knew Isaac would be given back to him if Gakwo keep His
promises of _Gen 12-3
Gen 1%4-5
Gen 1715-21

Isaac also trusts God and is obedient
he is younger (33 vs 133 years old!?) & stroriban his father...
so he could have said, “No way!”

a father is offering his only son on a hill...
2000 years later another Father would offer Hiyy &dn on the
same hill
Golgatha is on Mount Moriah
Note: The Temple is not the high ground on Mddotiah,
Golgatha is
John 8:56

v11-12 "the Angel of the Lord" intervenes
"not withheld from mé
this no angel, this is God...pre-incarnate JedussC

vl3  substitionary sacrifice
on this 3rd day, Isaac is returned to life

vl4  Abraham calls the place "the Lord will providé...
...Himself for the shedding of innocent blood to ate for sins
John 3:16

v15-18 "because you have obeyed me"
This is God, not an angel

v19 4 went up, three return...where is Isaac?
Isaac is “out of sight” until Gen 24, when heursted with his Bride,
gathered for him by “The Comforter”

[end Gen 22 ]
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v20 Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau:
Isaac...a major participant in Gen 22...believedgdtmmise given to him
by God...and by faith blessed his sons accordingly

Esau, the firstborn, because he despised hiwilint
(was all flesh and no faith), would serve...

Jacob, a real scoundrel and deceiver who wresiitthdGod...and
believed, becoming a man of faith and renamed lisrae
“governed by God”

v21 Jacob...blessed both the sons of Joseph:
he gave the double portion of the firstborn to pbs@ot Rueben...by

faith.
Jacob adopted his 2 sons and gave them both aritamoe
12+2=12

Joseph and Levi

v22 by faith Joseph:
believed the promises to Al&J, that His people wdombt remain in Egypt
but would go back to Canaan

“Take my bones with you when you return to ourdian
Gen 50:24

v23  was hid three months:
Backdrop:

» Satan was furiously trying to kill the promised Mexd...
has been ever since Gen 3 (why Cain killed Abel)

* Those once favored (Joseph’s people) are now
reviled...
feared..."will soon outhumber us!”

* And he inspires the king of Egypt to institute some
birth control measures

why did Moses’ parents hide him the first threenths of his life?
1. his was a beautiful child
proper = “handsome and fair”
2. they had faith in the God Who promised the Messiah
Who had faith? His parents and the Jewish melsv

therefore, they were not afraid of the king’s coamdment
Ex 1:15-22
“This mere man is no match for the Living God!”
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faith and fear cannot co-exist
Matt 10:28
2Tim 1:7

v24-26 Moses...refused to be...the pleasures dbsia season:
he disavowed, rejected, his worldly position, pavegrd possessions for...
...the persecution of his people, God’s chosen people
...thru whom would come the promised Messiah

sin is pleasurable, but the pleasure is fleeting
unlike the joy of the Lord, which is forever

esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches:
Moses chose man’s hatred for the promised Messaivéder
(the Substance of which he himself was a shadow!)
over the world’s wealth

Moses put the two riches on a balance and weidtad but...concluding
as Paul did in Rom 8:18...the sufferings of this pnedime are
not worthy to be compared with the glory which $balrevealed
in us

he considered the denial of self to be more rewagrthan the indulgence
of self...

Moses had an eternal perspective, not a shortesigire
Ps 84:10...better to be a doorkeeper in the hou&odfthan live

in the tents of wickedness

the best the world has to offer (position, povpassessions) just cannot
compare with the worst God has to offer (reproadc@lwist)

» Satan serves up the best now...the pleasures of sin

but that is quickly gone and then he serves ap th
worst...abject and eternal pain and suffering

* God serves up the worst at first...the suffering bfi§t at the
hands of the world (tempered by His peace and joy)

but that is quickly gone and then He serves ep/dry
best...1 Cor 2:9
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v27  he forsook Egypt:
believing God would make good on His Word, Moseasnaloned Egypt
and all he had there...which was more than any efiligver see
here!

not fearing the wrath of the king:
when he led Israel out of Egypt, not when he itjtithed in great fear to
Midian

consider the impact of God-fearing parents onrtras!
Be God-fearing parents for your children

endured, as seeing him who is invisible:
Moses endured suffering, unwavering and steadfidsisifaith, because he
discerned the One, True, and Living God, Who
1. is Spirit
2. had not yet taken on flesh and walked amongst us
3. was quite unlike the Egyptian gods

his eyes were on The King of kings he could NOT. seestead of the
king whom he could see
with your eyes on Jesus, you can endure anythiegvorld throws at you

the man of faith sees more...and far beyond...thewlanhas no faith
faith in this Jesus Christ is not a leap intdkdaess...
it is a step into the light

v28 he kept the passover and the sprinkling ofdiloo
the first Passover, the passing over of the deajkldy slaying a young,
perfect lamb...and
putting its blood on the door post to cover theamfithe 18' curse...
death of the firstborn

v29 they passed through the Red Sea:
who had any experience with Seas parting so yoldagalk over on dry
ground?!
they walked by faith that God would hold the wated keep them safe

the Egyptians also attempted, but by sight andowitifaith...therefore not
pleasing to God holding back the water

by faith, we have all had a “Red Sea experiencegmdresus led us out of

the world [Is 57:20-21)
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v30 the Walls of Jericho fell down:
moving onto Joshua, the national leader afterddos
Joshua 5:13 — 6:5 what kind of a military strategthat?
Joshua 6:15-16, 20

The city walls fellout...so they could walk right in

v31l the harlot Rahab perished not:
Joshua 2:9-11, 18

like the rest of the ancient world, Rahab hearthefGod of Israel and
how He delivered them from Egypt...and she believed!

She did not trust in the walls of Jericho to kbepsafe...she trusted in
the promised Messiah to deliver her

the just shall LIVE by faith

she ended up being in the line of the promiseddiéd!

v32 what shall | more say:
“Shall | continue?
How many examples from our national history da peed?
We've gone thru Genesis, Exodus, Joshua
God, thru our history, testifies...The just shadelby faith.”

Keeping in chronological order...from Moses to d@sho the judges

Gideon:
By faith, “chicken little” became a mighty warriand fearless leader...
starting with only 300 men! (Judges 6-8)

Barak:
“I will if you will” commander sent by Deborah tadak the yoke of the
king of Canaan (Judges 4)
he heard, believed, obeyed...faith has feet!

Samson:
when he was blinded and grinded by sin, he retubyefdith to his vow
and broke the bonds of the Philistines (Judge$€)3-

Jephthah:
who vowed a regrettable vow, delivered Israel ftbe Ammonites
(Judges 11-12)
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David:
Almost like an “honorable mention” in this list [drael’s judges is
King David, a man after God’s own heart and Isisael’
* kingdom builder
* song writer

Samuel:
the last of the judges who was an offering to tbedlby his mother
Hannah

v33-38 Who through faith:
1. subdued kingdoms:
against overwhelming odds
Joshua, the judges, David

2. wrought righteousness:
one man with God, Gideon threw down the altar cdlBa

3. obtained promises:
of the Promised Land (Joshua and Caleb)
of Israel delivered from her enemies (judges)

4. stopped the mouths of lions:
the prophet Daniel (Dan 6)

5. quenched the violence of fire:
Shadrach, Mesach, and Abednego (Dan 3)

6. escaped the edge of the sword:
David repeatedly escaped Saul’s sword

7. out of weakness were made strong:
Gideon

8. waxed valiant in fight:
Gideon, Jephthah, Samson, David

9. turned to flight the enemies of the aliens:
aliens...the strangers living in the land God promhigeAbraham
judges, David
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10.women received their dead raised to life again:
widow of Zarephath
the Shunammite woman
widow of Nain (later)

11.tortured...obtain better resurrection:
the prophets

12.cruel mockings and scourgings:
the prophets

13.bonds and imprisonment:
Joseph, Jeremiah

14.stoned:
Naboth

15.sawn asunder:
Isaiah

16.tempted:
all were tested...every man of faith is tested

17.slain with the sword:
the prophets

18.wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins:
Elijah and Elisha

19.destitute
no worldly comfort...spiritual comfort from the God all
comfort!

20. afflicted
all...affliction is used in the testing of one’s fait

21.tormented:
the prophets...Jesus being the Ultimate

22.wandered in deserts and mountains, dens and caves:
David
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The writer Paul fits right in here!
2 Cor 11:23-28

2 Cor 12:7-1p

Phil 1:21 for me to live is Christ and to die &g

think you have problems?
Draw strength from these people and have faithad G
God allows His children to suffer...because faitbvgs in suffering

all I have are weaknesses...all | can do is falil....
until I surrender my weaknesses to God.
Then His strength is displayed in my weakness.

of whom the world was not worthy:
the world is evil, men of faith are righteous
One saint is worth more to God than the entireensie
He died for even one repentant sinner...not forcteated universe

v39 good report through faith:
a good witness, a good testimony

received nothe promise:
not one of these men/women of faith ever saw tbened Messiah

v40  God having provided some better thing for us:
a superior sacrifice and covenant

they had to wait...for us!

The end of the matter:
» the just shall live by faith

» faith involves
1. hearing the Word of God
2. believing the Word of God
3. obeying the Word of God...and
4. waiting
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Hebrews
Chapter 12

vl Wherefore:
upon a strong exhortation of “The just shall liweflith” comes more
strong exhortations

v1l-4  for patience and perseverance...by faith

v5-11 for thankfulness for chastening by oather

v12-17 to follow the path laid before us, nossing out on grace
v18-24 to come to the superior mountain

v25-29 to hear the awesome God

compassed about with so great a cloud of withesses
the examples of men of faith that preceded...fromlAd&amuel and all
the prophets (Ch11)
who bore witness to the truth that the just shadl by faith, not by works

lay aside every weight...sin that so easily beset us
sin is a burden...a “dead weight”...that is always kmog at our door
...sin is crouching at the door and its desire isyfou, but you must
master it.” Gen 4:7

let us run with patience the race that is setrigefis:
one of Paul’'s favorite metaphors was an athleteng\a foot race.

We all have a God-designed course to run thatresllilt in the
completion of the good work He has started in Bhil(1:6)

The length of that course for every individualixed by the sovereign
will of God, for all men are appointed once to d@éh 9:27)

Some courses are hours, days, weeks, months.

Others are years, decades, or more than a century

whatever the ordained length of the course, weadneonished to run with
1. purpose...His I everything give thanks for this is the will
God in Christ Jesus concerning youd Thes 5:18)

2. patience. by faith...while His purpose is accomplished
3. purity...as we will see more later

because the race
includes suffering

and
requires great strength and courage to persevene tend
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sin in the life of a believer is a dead weigldtth
* slows down...
» detours...
e orgrinds to a complete halt...

our running in the race

Can you run a marathon in cowboy boots carryibg &. backpack?
Yes...but why would you want to?
Will those things help you win the race?
Might they prevent you from finishing the race?

the strength of a believer is enhanced not by kdifjing...but by weight
dropping

the Christian walk is a race — why run a race ¢agryeights?
* drop the sin in your life

» “carbo load” on the energy needed to run...faith
Hearing
Believing
Obeying
Waiting

* Run with determined endurance to persevere...thstis
sprint

Pastor Doug Warwick 120
Calvary Chapel Ahwatukee



v2 Looking unto Jesus:
as we to run the race set before us, we must keepyes on Jesus...
by faith...looking forward, not over our shoulders.

| ran looking over my shoulder in th& grade...right into a
parked car...and | am suffering the consequencesinfd
So to this very day!

ALWAYS run with your eyes on the Lord for He is

» The Beginning and the End

» The First and the Last

* The Alpha and the Omega

* The initiator and the finisher of our faith...
...by which we

o live

* persevere

» are pleasing to the Father

joy that was set before Him, endured...despisingsetddown:
We have a great cloud of witnesses...but Jesus iSltheate Example of
perseverance in running a race
His eyes were not set on the cross but on they geyond the cross.

With the joy of our salvation set before Him, Halered
» the suffering
* the shame
* the humiliation

...for us

We despised Him (Is 53:3) but instead of desgisisiin return, He
* loved us (Rom 5:8)
» despised the shame

...FOR us

Jesus Christ ran the race set before Him...the Gbegl&rd leading His
sheep that had gone astray (Is 53:6, John 14:6)...

now we are to...by faith...follow Him and run the rass before us
Do we occasionally glance up at Jesus or areyms fxed on
Him?
To follow Him, our eyes must be fixed on Him...
Just too many distractions...
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v3 endured such contradiction of sinners agaimasalf:
the greatest contrast in the universe —
the sinless Creator God
VS.
sin-full created man

the contrast prevents fellowship and is impossibt sinful man to
erase...but
* the Creator loved His creature so much that He theanb
Himself to come into His creation as one of Hisatuees...
* to exchange His sinlessness for their sinfulness...
* to make things right for all who would hear, beéewbey, wait

in so doing...(for love is doing, not saying or fag)...Jesus Christ
endured indescribable
» suffering
» disgrace
* humiliation
» abandonment (by man and God)

but He...the eternal Prophet, Priest, and King...didfor His servants!
and by His great obedience our great disobedienagpied away

lest ye be wearied and faint:
“Don’t pass out!”

Remember what Jesus did for you as you face
» suffering
e disgrace
* humiliation
* abandonment (by man only)

...for Him, which is part and parcel of the Christiaalk

Be encouraged by looking at Jesus...because He ehdure
* the worst of man
* the wrath of God...

...for us

“Don’t faint!”
Remember that glory is time-delayed...God’s plamisdimer!
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v4 not yet resisted unto blood:

sure, we have resisted
e Satan
* the world
* the lust of the flesh
» the pride of life
» false teachers...

but our trials cannot even be mentioned with Hithesame breath

our suffering is as a hang nail compared to His. abhse we have never
» faced such physical or emotional torture
» faced such spiritual torture...nor will we ever...whbe
Father turned a deaf ear to His Son...for our sakes

Ps 22:1-P
so...let’s stop our “pity parties” and James 1:2-5

v5-11 now, a strong exhortation for thankfulness for¢hastening by our Father

v5-6 ye have forgotten the exhortation:
“You have a poor memory...you have forgotten Gddanfort.”
quoting Prov 3:11-12

Why do we forget? The weight of sin affects ounmoey.

The chastening...”education, training”...of the Lordaisvonderful thing!
» teaches us His ways
e corrects us when we go astray...to get us in out nghds,
away from folly
* conforms us into the image of His Son Jesus Christ...

so do not
» despise God’s comfort...it is love-in-action
» faint when He corrects and admonishes us
the proud man is uncoachable and impatient
but the humble man receives instruction and waits

the more we drop the weight that so easily besgtthe better our
memory
Rom 6:6-7 crucify the old man that we not serve sin
Eph 4:22-24 put off the old man and put on the neam

The chastening of the Lord is real “Christian Ediord!
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v7-8 if ye endure chastening:

...at the loving, nail pierced hands of Him who eredlr
* the cross
e oursin
* the Father’'s wrath...

if you...by faith...”stay in school” you will be ddakith as a child of the
Most High God

but if you...by doubt and impatience...”drop out” ywil be dealt with
as an illegitimate child...as someone else’s child

v9-10 fathers of our flesh which corrected us:
we fathers train our children to be godly peopld egsponsible citizens...
we do so by means that seem good to us...as ldtebyord of God...

some lessons are tough...because
* we love them
» to be soft would be unloving

shall we not much rather...Father of spirits, amd:li
lLuke 11:11-1B
James 1:17

God’s chastening is to our eternal advantage...anéd¢essary if we are
to be purified, the good work that He has beguusin

vll no chastening...seems to be joyous, but grievous:
No one applauds the arrival of chastening...no on@ysnt.
But afterwards, God’s education and training begtgeous fruit...
denial of self...which is His will for us

the pruning hurts, but it produces far more @dxde fruit than wild,
neglected growth

v12-17 therefore, follow the path laid before us, not nmgsout on grace
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v12-13 lift up the hands...make straight paths:
quoting Is 35:3, “Be courageous!”

“fainting hands and knees” will be strengthendeewwe
» walk by faith...
* with eyes up...
» following the Lord

then, we will walk boldly and directly in the naile of His will for us,
not wandering around in doubt and confusion likst litle lambs

lest...lame be...turned out of the way...rather be ltkale
the lame are weak and limp along...the Lord want® s strong and to
run with endurance
those who are weak in the faith stagger at tbenge of God...
and stumble off the path of righteousness
don’t be lame...be healed!

v14-17 follow peace with all men:
pursue:
» peace with all men
make every effort to be peaceful, not contentious
Rom 12:18
* holiness (purity) in order to be in the preseot&od

Looking diligently:
While pursuing peace and holiness, “Beware” to not
* miss out on grace...by not embracing it
(the just shall live by faith and not die by theiwrks)...

* Dbear rotten fruit that spreads corruption
(bitterness is the rotten fruit of unforgivenesgwhich
Satan gets an advantage over us; 2 Cor 2:10-11)
peace and holiness cannot co-exist with bitterness

* “flesh out” like Esau
(fornication as a spiritual condition of unfaithhiglss)
being near-sighted or short-sighted...passing ortémal
blessing of God in favor of a fleeting moment of
pleasure

Walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the lusf the
flesh (Gal 5:16)...and you will not be ashamed

v18-24 another strong exhortation, to come to theesop mountain
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v18-21 for ye are not come unto the mount:
Mount Sinai, the place of the giving of the LawMoses, was

* gloomy
e burnt
o fearful

e unapproachable

the path of trying to be acceptable to God by kegjil of the Law is
terrifying and overwhelming...impossible

v22-24 But ye are come unto Mount Zion:
instead, those who by faith
o live...
* run...
* persevere...
* endure God’s chastening...

come unto

* the Mount of Grace at Calvary
where the Lamb of God was slain

* The city built by God that Abraham waited for...
the heavenly Jerusalem (Rev 21)...inhabited by

1. angels

2. The Church of Jesus Christ...(both Jew and Gentile)
whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of

Life

3. God the Judge (John 5:25-27...s0 Jesus is God)

4. perfected saints

5. Jesus Christ, the Mediator of a superior covenadt a
the superior sacrifice of God (John 1:17)
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v25-29 the last exhortation of the chapter, to hearawesome God

v25-26 see that ye refuse not him:
‘Don’t say, ‘No’ to Jesus!”
there is no escape from eternal damnation fsetwho do

“Don’t avoid the day of your salvation” (2 Cor2p
there is no other way into the kingdom of God

spake on earth...from heaven:
quoting Haggai 2:6-7

God spoke the Law of Moses on earth...and it shook!

Jesus speaks the Law of Love from heaven...and/lloée universe will
shake when He comes to judge the unbelieving whusedt!

v27  removing those things that are shaken:

Things not
 Heard
» Believed
* Obeyed
» Waited for
Matt 7:24-27

those things that cannot be shaken may remain:
eternal things like
» the Word of God
» our salvation...by grace thru faith
* our adoption...as sons and daughters of God
» our inheritance...as joint-heirs with Christ
» things built on the foundation of Jesus ChristC¢k 3:11-15)
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v28-29 receiving a kingdom that cannot be moved:
that’s security!

We can lose
e jobs...
 houses...

material wealth...

physical health...

loved ones...

but we can never lose the kingdom of God!

let us have grace:
“hold onto...possess”...grace
For we are saved by grace thru faith
Grace keeps us humble...so we don't foolishly boas

serve God acceptably:
by faith with humility

God is a consuming fire:
God is a jealous God...He will not tolerate faithaimy other but Him
quoting Deut 4:24
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Hebrews
Chapter 13

Thus far we have studied
» The superiority of Jesus
To the prophets of God (Ch 1:1-3)
To the angels (Ch 1:4 — 2)
To Moses (Ch 3)
To Joshua (“Jesus” in Greek, “enteringin”, Gh 4
To Aaron and the Levitical priesthood (Ch 5-7)
6. To the old covenant (Ch 8-10)
* Faithin Jesus (Ch 11)
» Putting feet to your faith (Ch 12)

arwnE

In Ch 13, Paul’'s closing exhortations continue.. figet to our faith

Now...the Lord faithfully makes the Scripture “com&@’ for me by making them
very real in my life in the week prior to our stugly them...
and he certainly did that again this week...He togktemt-making job away on Friday

vl Let brotherly love continue:
1% practical exhortation. philadelphia

the fruit of the Spirit...the evidence of genuiaéh...is love
Gal 5:22

when our faith is real...not just “spoken”...love abhda and it is seen by
others
John 13:35

When we gather here, the love of the Lord shoelthlihis place...
» for each other in the household of faith
our assembly is to be a close knit fellowship.amify!
And every Sunday is to be a Family Reunion
We are all part of each otheso.let the love flow!

» for all visitors
we should all be greeters

When faith is real and love abounds, men are ditavwisod
And we bear fruit...which the will of God for us
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v2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers:
be eager to share with and to care for our “neigsibo

we are commanded to be “given to hospitality” fRD2:13)...
"without grudging” ( 1 Peter 4:9)

our attitude toward those outside our fellowskipoi be that of
* an “open house”
and
e ‘“what’s mine is yours.”
Example: the Mexico mission to Kino
This heart pervades their culture...and it must alss

entertained angels unawares:
Abraham did in Gen 18 and Lot did in Gen 19
Those were spiritual beings

However, angels = “messenger”...not necessarily gelancreature
* Could be Heb 1:14
* Could be a man or woman of God

v3 Remember them that are in bonds:
Be mindful of those who are prisoners for rightewss’ sake, mistreated
by the world because of Jesus

our brothers and sisters in China...in Sudan...ird&afArabia...in Iran...
Heb 11:36-38

as bound with them:
don’t ever forget about them...be a fellow prisomeaying fervently for
* their witness in prison
* their safekeeping
* their release
» their testimony to the Body of Christ

The Body hurts when any part is hurting

with v1 in mind,
* love
* pray for
» if possible visit
the afflicted brother...some day he might be you!
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v4 Marriage is honorable in all:
God reveals many of His most profound truths theuinstitution of
marriage.
He is very serious about it so we must be also

honorable = “esteemed” and “beloved”...and “costly”
Marriage God’s way has a cost — everything yotehayour self

It is a shadow of the relationship the Lord desugth us...the one that
cost Him everything He had in order redeem us ftioenslave
market

More than in ANY other human relationship, maredgaches
* Denial of self (Matt 16:24)
It is the most demanding...and the most rewarding...
of relationships
It is the ultimate refining fire of the denial c#l&..where

1. The misery of self-centeredness is intensified and
multiplied...

2. The beauty of selflessness is magnified...

3. The value of self-control of the tongue (fruit of/€) is
the greatest

e Submission (Phil 2:5-8)
To humble yourself...for the benefit of another...
is what Phil 1:6 is all about

Husbands, totally disregard your needs and love ywotes
the way they need to be loved...her needs come
before yours

Wives, totally disregard your needs and love yaisttands
the way they need to be loved...his needs come
before yours

Eph 5:21-32
Husbands: die (to self...complete denial of self)
Wives: he comes®1
Husbands/Wives: submit to each other
Mystery (truth revealed): Jesus and the Church
Common ground: submission

“Submit to the Lord, sure. Butto him? To her?”
Yes...unconditionally...
no quid pro quo..no “If he/she will, I will.”
Conditional submission is not love, it is tragl
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When is marriage honorable? “In ALL"!!!
In everything, every day
CONSTANT denial of self and submission

Who can prosper in marriage apart from the Lord?
Only those who continually cry, “Oh Lord, hetge!”
...and then submit to His help

Note: every Christian marriage is a target of Sata
Monica and | know ours is continually

The bed undefiled...whoremongers and adulterersv@ibgudge:
Marriage God'’s way is a supernatural relationsfijecl 4:12)

Therefore, the relationship is to be characterlzggurity...
being holy unto your spouse

» vows of faithfulness *“till death do us part” arelte honored...
“esteemed, beloved, costly”...
not swept away by a change in one’s emotions

» the God-ordained intimacy between husband andiwifet to
be
compromised...
violated...
used as a weapon to manipulate/control the
behavior of your spouse

the purity and holiness of a marriage is a shadbthie purity and the
holiness of the relationship the Lord desires Wik Bride,
the Church.

Any corruption in the marriage relationship isrség God as a reflection
of spiritual idolatry and apostasy...and God is does God
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v5

Let your conversation be without covetousness:

Your lifestyle is not to be characterized by avarnd greed...
but by contentment...
something the world longs for but cannot find...

because it is looking to fulfill its lust, whichcaever be satisfied

Ex 20:17...”Do not covet”...the commandment thatregmkthe
eyes of Saul of Tarsus to the spiritual naturénefltaw
1Tim 6:6 Godliness with contentment is greahga

Phil 4:11-183 contentment must be learned

Luke 3:14 “Be content with your wages.”

How many of us are content with what the Lord éatsusted to us?
* Oour wages
e our homes
* our transportation
* Our spouses
* ice cubes in our drinks and hot water to shower in

We have to learn contentment...we are to learretodmtent with
food and clothing...period
Matt 6:25-34

| will never leave thee, nor forsake thee:

How can we be content with food and clothing alone?
Because we have everything we need...we have Jesiss Ch

Jesus said, “Go...l am with you always, even uné&end of the world.”
Matt 28:19-20

v5, written of Him, quotes Deut 31:¢-8
which is also quoted by David|in Ps 37:9

Therefore, Jesus Christ is
e The One Who was with Moses...Joshua...David
* The One Who is with me and you
* The God of salvation (“Jehovah is salvation”)

The all-powerful, loving God promised to never
* leave us...desert us, leave us alone
He never says to us, “Oh forget it! | give up!”
He never tests us by saying, “Fend for yoursel\éisbe
back later.”
» forsake us...leave us behind
He will lose none the Father has given Him...
He will deliver all of His from the wrath to come
Therefore, we can...
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V6 We may boldly say...my helper and | will not fear:
Context: when written the Church was being hdimtethe death by
* The Jews
* The Roman Empire

Can you say that boldly today?

Because we have Jesus Christ, we can face anymdaang circumstance
with courage
2 Tim 1:7 not given a spirit of fear, but of loy@wer, and a sound
mind
Rom 8:31-39 If God be for us, who can be agais8t
What can separate us from the love of Christ?

What is the very worst man can do to me?
Kill an old, decaying tent...and “send” me to Jesus!
Matt 10:28  “Don’t fear him...fear Him...”

Sheep cannot be content if they are fearful...
and are not fearful when they are content

we have Jesus, we need nothing else.
Every moment, every day, He is sufficient
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v7 Remember those which have rule over you:
Be mindful of those God has placed in positionspfitual leadership

rule = “to lead” not to lord over like a dictator
Pastor John: A pastor is a leader among equals

the world’s way of ruling is radically differeridn the Lords, our
Humble Servant Shepherd

John 10:1-15

whose faith follow:
we’ve been studying
» the superiority of Jesus Christ
« faith
* putting feet to your faith
» the Good Shepherd, the Great Shepherd, the Chegftteind
now, we are studying “being mindful and obey” (v17)
your spiritual leaders
the next book we will study starts with

+ Pames 1:1f5

Remember...I am like God’s laboratory for you alitatch
What does God do this week?

Take away my tent-making job...the one He gave n@dwgide for my
sizeable family’s needs:

» food
» clothing
* housing

» transportation
+ medical/dental/orthodontic care

Why?
To provel/test our faith
* Mine
* Monica’s
* Yours

Is my faith real...or just “spoken”
Do I really believe the things | have been teaching
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I’'m in Day 3 of this trial...how am | doing?

* When I look back on Friday morning...and the coldrefsss
execution...| get really bummed out and feel a great

heaviness

* When | look ahead to the mortgage, car, orthoddniliis. ..

| get overwhelmed
e When | consider THIS moment...I'm fine

Moses heard the Lord from the burning bush
“ AM”
not “l was” or “I will be”

Faith in Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, is ®ntbment
“Do you trust Me TODAY? RIGHT NOW?”
“I AM bigger than your circumstances...do you belié?e
“Then follow Me.”

So...as Monica and | put feet to our faith, consm@rsteps and...

if you “see Jesus”...follow us
if our faith is not real...flee from us

apply Acts 17:11 to our words and our walk

the issue is faithfulness...for the leader and thewer

2 Cor 4:13-18

My responsibilities to you, God’s flock

* To teach the Word of God...not my opinions or preesived

notions (“Feed My sheep.”)
* To live what | teach for all to see (walk the jalk

* To serve (minister = “servant”) you...not to lordeo you...

* Tolead you as Jesus leads me

The issue is faithfulness...
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v8 Jesus Christ the same:
Jesus Christ is absolutely faithful
Jesus is not a hypocrite.

He is the Truth — His words match perfectly to Heeds

He is eternal truth — they will always match

He is the Word of God — which is settled...unchaggi.in heaven
Ps 119:89

This could not said of any man...Jesus is much ri@e man
From “vanishing point” past to “vanishing poirftiture...
and RIGHT NOW

Mal 3:6 | AM the Lord, | change not

Jesus is God, unchanging and faithful
In an unfaithful world racing at a blistering atidzying pace of
change, the faithful and unchanging Jesus Chnsisgne
great comfort

v7 in the context with v8:

* See and hear everything thru the lens of JesusiCtire Word
of God

+ follow Jesus, followdesus in me..do not follow me
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With
» The love of the Lord governing our relationships
» Contentment warding off the lures of the world
* The Faithful Lord (aka The Word of God) leadirgy u

we will...

v9 be not carried away with divers and strangerduoes:
have the necessary safeguards be untouched theé $torm” of
false doctrine. doctrines whose purpose is to fleece the flock,

not feed the flock

there are unfaithful leaders...the history of theiteh is filled with
them...but the damage they cause is a reflectiomwafrnany
unfaithful followers they attract...those who do Aats 17:11

our times are especially dangerous
1 Tim 4:1-8
2Tim 4:1-4

when we apply Acts 17:11 to all we hear and seewie
* be firmly grounded

* have clear vision and hearing
» will not be blown away by the continual winds ofsiadoctrine

* we will be a stable person (James 1:8)

be established with grace, not with meats:
meats = “foods”

by following the Lord and His Word, we will
* be firmly established in the Gospel of Grace
* avoid the pitfalls of the Gospel of Works (legaljs

Paul talks about this at the “end of his GospelRom 14:13-23,

concluding with, “...whatsoever is not f#fith is sin.”

We follow the Lord, walking by faith and not biglst
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vl0 we have an altar:
a place of sacrifice

we are the Temple of the Holy Spirit...
the altar isoutsidethe Temple...the Cross
and the acceptable sacrifice is a broken and itetieart

salvation is
e a matter of the heartand surrender
* not a matter of the hands and feet...and what we do t
attain victory

they have no right to eat:
regarding the issue of sin, the Law of Moses hasapacity to save,
only to condemn

those who desire to approach God on the basksedfdaw/works are
* bound by legalism (do’s and don'ts)...
* hamstrung by their own strength to be acceptaldierée
God...
* ineligible for the Gospel of Grace

only by Grace...
* is the man sold into slavery redeemed and set free
» is the Lawbreaker pardoned
* isthe lost man found
» does the blind man see
* is the unlovely man loved unconditionally
* is the sinner transformed into a saint...
and a child of wrath into a child of God
* is the dead man made alive

the Law of Moses reveals our sin...Jesus Christ residv..by faith
Rom 6:23 (wages of sin vs gift of God)
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v11-13 those beasts...without the camp:
outside the city...
» the sin offering was burned (Lev 4)
» the place where lepers were banished...inspected...and
cleansed (Lev 14)

Jesus also...without the gate:
Golgatha was outside the city walls.
There, the Lamb of God was sacrificed as The Sfarldfy (Gen 22:8)...
to make possible the cleansing of “lepers” like yma me

Let us go forth...
Outside the campwhere is that?
» outside of Judaism the religion...
» outside of legalism of the Christian religion!

“Come out of her, My People”
come out of your Christian religion and into agueral relationship
with Jesus Christ
walk by faith and not by sight

bearing His reproach:
Salvation does come with a cost to us — the repro&€hrist, our Master

John 7:

John 15:18-20

By faith, Moses preferred

» the reproach of Christ to the riches of Egypt (t1&d)...

» to forsake the pleasures of this world in favotha joy and
glory in the next

By faith, we cling to the Cross with a broken itiea
not to the horns of the altar of our own perfornenorks

vl4  we have no continuing city...one to come:
the eternal city we look for is the one Abrahamkieafor...
the New Jerusalem
Heb 11:8-10, 16

By faith, we know Phil 3:20
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vl5 sacrifice of praise:
What do | have to sacrifice...lift up to Himthat Jesus wants?

* My love: whole heart and mind...a burnt offering

* My tongue: praises and thanks for EVERYTHING
* When it's obvious why and easy to do...
* When “why” is unseen and difficult to do

* My fellowship: to walk with Him by faith

This is a “natural” supernatural response when \WOKY
Rom 5:8
Rom 1:17
Eph 2:8-9

When we follow Him and focus on what we know...
we give thanks and praise to Jesus Christ continual
regardless of
e circumstances
e emotions

Ps 96:1-4a

v1l6 to do good and to communicate forget not:
God's love toward us is sacrificial...His love isftow thru us

« denial of self
* submission for the benefit of another

Filled with and governed by His love, we are to
* love others sacrificially...give to those in need
God looks out for the poor and is greatly offendgdhose

who take advantage of them

* Dbe doers, not just hearers of the Word (Jamesg 1s@2like
Jesus, our walk matches our talk

» participate...fellowship.to not forsake the gathering of the
assembly. (Heb 10:25)

for we need each other...God works thru us to tohokd around us
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vl7  Obey...submit...for they watch for your souls:
God ordains spiritual leaders to
» watch: “to keep awake” (like a sentry on guard)

» watch: “to be sleepless”...vigilant and diligent

* to give an account: accountable to Him for Hiseghe
James 3:1

» serve with delight, not complaining
we should never hear a servant complaining!
Yet sometimes we do...and the cry is usually
“I'm burned out.”
“burn out” is impossible when empowered by the
Holy Spirit

if the spiritual leader is faithful to the Lordf.yiou see Jesus in him,
follow him...for the Lord has placed him there

v1l8 Pray for us:
THEREFORE, please pray for me!

| covet your prayers...that |
* hear and faithfully share what the Lord has for us
e am an open book
* live in a glass house
» walk without hypocrisy
e point you to Jesus, never myself
» speak the truth in love, never my opinion with axpure
motive
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v19-21 God of peace...great shepherd:
Who do we follow?
The God of peace...Who is the
* Prince of Peace (Is 9:6)...
* Good Shepherd (John 10)
* Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4)...
* Great Shepherd
* Lamb of God (John 1:29)...
* God Who provided Himself a Lamb (Gen 22:8)

make you perfect in every good work to do his:will
Who will be faithful to complete the good work Hashstarted in us

we are made perfect/complete when we follow...whisloives
e humility
e surrender
* submission
» obedience

as we follow and obey...
» we offer a sacrifice pleasing to God
« God does the work He desires to be done (Phil)2:13

* He gives us love...peace...joy...contentment...
Priceless gifts come by obedience to the Word af Go

His will...His work...His glory. Forever. Amen!

v22  suffer the word:
The Word of God...
* “holditup”...
* receive it...
e take it to heart...
* hearitand doit...to let it change your heart

v23  Timothy is set at liberty:
Who cared about Timothy? Paul did.
1Tim1:2
2Tim 1:2

in a Roman prison with Paul, Paul’s son in thenfaid been released
Paul desired to catch up with his son in the fartt his Jewish brethren in
the faith
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v24  Salute them that have the rule over you:
“Welcome...embrace...the spiritual leaders the Lasd given you.”

They of Italy salute you
written by Paul while in Rome (seems clear to me)
v25  Grace be with you all

Paul’s “signature” and calling card...Grace!

Next: James...faith that works
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